A SERIOUS 


O AL L 


1 6. 
CkRISTIAN LOVE 


To all 51 6 P LE, to turn to the 


Spirit of Chriſt 


IN THEMłSELVES; 


That they may come to have a right Underſtanding 
of the Things of Gov, and be enabled thereby to 


ſerve Him acceptably: With ſome Obſervations on the 
following Heads ; 


I. The Univerſality of Gov s || IV. Baptiſm. 


Love in ſending his Son V. The Supper. 
do die for all Men. VI. Perfection. 
II. The Holy Scriptures || VII. The Reſurrection. 
III. Worſhip. = 
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1 Theſf. v. 21. 7 all Flames, hold af that which is good. 
Rom. i. 19. That which _ be known 2 God, is l . in them. 
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of our Friend's Words and 


THE 


PREFACE. 


Friendly Reader, 


XJ HAT is here preſented to thy View, 
is written in great Love, and I defire 


have been very much F ee and many 
ritings have been 
wwreſted and miſconſirued by many, who Wanted 


Charity, which is the Bond of Perfection : The 


Apoſtle has excellently deſcribed it, in his firſt E- 


Piſtle to the Corinthians, he ſaith, Charity ſuffer- 


eth long, and is kind, Charity envieth not, Cha- 


rity vaunteth not itſelf, is not puffed up, doth 


not behave itſelf unſeemly, ſeeketh not her own, 
is not | eaſily provoked, thinketh no Evil, re- 
Joiceth not in Iniquity, but rejoiceth in the 
Truth: (a) Ob, that it might prevail among the 
Children of Men univerſally, that ſo there 


5 mig ht be no envying one another : Charity 1s 


(4) Cor. xiii. 4, 5, 6. 
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that the Lord, by his Holy Spirit, may give \ 
thee a right Underſtanding of the Truths here- 
In laid down. Our Principles and Dotirine 
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fo far from ſpeaking Evil, or doing Evil, that 


it thinketh no Evil Though, /aith the Apoplle, 
1 beſtow all my Goods to feed the Poor, and 


give my Body to be burned, and have not Cha- 


rity, it profiteth me nothing (b). It were 
greatly tu be defired, that all would endeavour 
#0 excel therein, that ſo there might be an holy 
Harmony amongff the Children of Men. This 
Treatiſe being ſmall, may come into many Hands, 
where ſome larger Books, that give a more full 
and particular Account of our Doctrine and Prin- 
ciples, may not come; and if the Obſervations 
that are made on the ſeveral Heads touched up- 
on, may have the good Efjef# to remove Preju- 
dice, and open the Underſtanding of the Religi- 
ous and well-minded, it will very much anſwer 
#he Defre of him, who Wiſhes well to Thee, and 
all Men; | 


Benjamin Holme. 


Amſterdam the 18th of the 
zoth Month, 1723. N. S. 


Y Cor. xiii. 3. 
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Serious C ALL 
1 
CHRISTIAN LOVE 
To A I. PEOPLE &c," © 
A the Lord hath been ſo wonderfully 


gracious and kind to the Children of 
Men, who are gone aſtray from him, 
that he has /ent the Spirit of his Son into their 
Hearts, (a) to be a Guide and Teacher to them; 
it is greatly to be deſired, they may all take 
Heed unto it, that thereby they may be ena- 
bled to withſtand and reſiſt the Enemy of their 
Souls, in all his Temptations and Aſſaults; for 
it is certain, as Chriſt ſaid, wit haut me you can 
do nothing; we are not able without the Help 
of his Spirit, to reſiſt the leaſt Temptation; 
for in that Divine Light, which lighteth every il 
Man that cometh into the World, (b) giving 
Men and Women a Sight and Diſcovery of that 
which is evil, there is Power to enable them to 
withſtand and reſiſt the Enemy in all his Temp= 
tations, as they take Heed to it; but many 


a) Gal. iv. 6. ) John, 9. | 
h . , People 
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People are Strangers to this Divine Light, tho 
the Apoſtle Paul tells us, how Men may know 
it; he faith All things that are Reproved, are 
made manifeff by the Light; for whatſoever 
dot h mage manifeſt is Light.(c) It is no u to be 
Tempted, (d) if Men ſhut out the Temptation as 
ſoon as it is preſented; for we read that Chriſt 
was tempted ſeveral Ways, but he overcame 
the Tempter by reſiſting of him; the Apoſtle 
ames laith, Re/iff the Devil and he will flee 
rom you. Draw nigh to God, and he will draw 
nigh to you. (e) It is to this holy Light and Si- 
rit, that lets People ſee the Evil, when it is pre- 
ſented, that we endeayour to turn the Minds of 
the Children of Men, that thereby they may 
be enabled to withſtand the Enemy in all his 
Temptations; we read that the Nations of them 
which are ſaved, ſpall walk in the Light . 
the Lamb: If we walk in the Light, fait 
John, as he is in the Light, we have Fellow- © 
ſbip one with another, and the Blood of Feſus 


\t Chriſt his Son, cleanſeth us from all Sin. (f) H all 


that profeſs to be the Followers of the Lord 
Jeſus Chrif, did bur walk in this Holy Light 
as they ought to do, they would ſhew forth 
Chriſtianity in the Purity of it, and adorn the 
Doctrine of God our Saviour, by their Good 
and Holy Living; we read, The Light ſhineth 
in Darkneſs, and the Darkneſs comprehended it 
not. (g) How many that are Strangers to this 
Holy Light which God has cauſed to ſhine in 
Men's dark Hearts, have ſpoke Evil of it, and 


(c) Epheſ. v. 13. (d) Matth. iv. 1. 


(e) James iv. 7, 8. 
) Rev. xxi. 23, 24. and 1 John i. 7. 


(g) John i. 5. | 
alſo 


(FJ 
alſo of many that have born Teſtimony to it? 
We read that the Apoſtle Paul, was /ent to 
turn Men from Darkneſs to Light, and from the 
Power of Satan unto God. And this is the 

reat Labour now of them that are truly the 
Miniſters of Chriſt, to turn the Children of 
Men to that true Light, which we read, Jig hi- 
eth every Man that cometh into the world. (h) 
This Divine Light ought not to be rejected, 
nor the true Way of Worſhpping God deſpiſ- 
ed; becauſe they may be evilly ſpoken of by 
many that are ignorant of them: The Way in 
which the Apoſtle Paul worſhipped God was, 
by ſome that were Strangers to it, counted He- 
reſy, and the Believers were a S2f every where 
ſpoken againſt; (i) and it was ſaid concerning 

_ Chriſt, Have any of the Rulers, or of th; Pha- 
ri/ees, believed on him (k)? But this People, who 
know not the Law are accurſed (). They were 
ſo ignorant, that they counted them that be- 
lieved in Chriſt accurſed. Many of the Chil- 

_ dren of God have been evilly ſpoken of, by them 
that were Strangers to the Lord: Behold, ſaith 
/oun, what Manner of Love the Father hath 

eo del upon us, that we ſhould be called the 
dons of God, therefore the World knoweth us 
not, becauſe it knew him not (m). He aſſigns 
the Reaton, why the World knew them pot, be- 
caule, ſaith he, it knew him not: While Saul 
was ignorant of God, he perſecuted his People; 
a!! his Learning and Scholarſhip did not give him 
% Knowledge of God, nor yet the Knowledge 


e John i. 9. (i) Ads xxiv. 14.-(k) xxviii, 22. (1) Jo. 
48. 49. (m) 1 John ut. 1, 2. | 
of 
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of his People ; And Saul yet breathing out 


Threatnings and Slaughter againſt the Diſciples 


of the Lord, went unto the High-Prieſt, and 


deſired of him Letters to Damaſcus % the 
oynagogues that if he found: any of this May, 
whether they were Men or Women, he might 
bring them bound to Jeruſalem ; and as he jour- 
neyed, he came near Damaſcus, and ſuddenly 
there ſhined round about him a Light from Heg- 


ven, and he heard a Voice ſaying, Saul, Saul, 


why perſecuteſt thou ns? And he ſaid, who art 


i hou Lord? And the Lord ſaid, I am Jeſus 


whom thou perſecuteſt; it is hard for thee to 
kick againſt the Pricks(n). It is to be feared, that 
many do not know that it is the Lord by 


his Spirrit, that inwardly pricks them when 


they do amiſs. Now here is the Ground of 
Perſecution, when Men know not God, nor 
them that are truly his People, they perſe- 
cute the true Worſhippers of God as Here- 
ticks. How many of the Martyrs in Queen 
Mary's Days, were perſecuted, and put to 
Death as Hereticks, by them that were ignorant 
of God? And how many of our Friends have 
been perſecuted unto Death, by them that were 
Srangers to the Lord and his People? But as 
it was of old, ſo it is now, he that is born after 
the Fleſh, perſecutes him that is born after the 
Spirit; we read how Chriſt ſaid to his Follow- 
ers, If the World hate you, ye know that 11 


' bated me before it hated you : If ye were of the 


World, the World would love his own, but he- 


(n) AGE, 1,357: 
cauſe 


eth pot. remeinber the Word that I ſaid unto yvu, 


they have perſeruted me, they will alſo perſes 


hid from Ages, and from Generations, but now 


. nnn, 8 —— 
2 6 g e eg but} hve ce 
you out of the World, therefore the World hut. 


the Servant is not greater than the Lord; if 


tute yon. (o) It has often been the Lot of ma- 
ny of the Followers of Chriſt, to be perſecuted 
and reviled and evil ſpoken of; but our Savi« 
our, to encourage his Diſciples to beat Perſecus 
tion and the Reptoaches ard Revilings of Men; 
faith, Bleſſen are ye when Men fhall revile you; 
andeperſecute you, anti hall ſay all Manner of 
Evil againſt yon, falſiy for my Sake, rejoice and 
be exceeding glad, for great is your Reward in 
Heaven, for 7 perſecuted they the Prophets 
which were before you. (p) Altho' they that 
believed in Chriſt were accounted atcurted by 
tome, it was happy for them who did believe 
in, and receive Him, 1% them he gave Power to 
become the Sons 6f God. (q) This is the great 
Bleſſing which they have, that receive Chriſt 
by his Spitrit into their Hearts, as they are ſubs 
ject to him, they do not only receive Power to 
conquer their Luſts and Paſſions, but alſo to do 
the Will of God, and keep his Commands. 
But how many that are Strangers to the inward 
Appearance of the Lord Jeſus Chr i, by his 
Light and Spirit in Men's Hearts, have look d 
upon it as ſtrange Doctrine to preach Chr; 

within. This is the Myſtery which hath been 


is made manifeſt to his Saints, to whom God 
) John xv. 18, 19, 30, (p) Matth. v. 11.12. (q) Jekth 4. 3. 
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would make known, what is the Riches of the 


Glory of this Mypery among the Gentiles, which 
is Chriſt in you the Hope of Glory. (r) And when 
ſome of our Friends have born Teſtimony to that 
Divine Light which lighteth every Man that 
cometh into the World, (s) many have made 
a Wonder, of it, how the Light could be in 
Men; and have ſpoken lightly of the Spirit, 
although we read, as many as are led by the Spi- 
rit of God they are the Sons of God. If any 
Man, faith the Apoſtle, bath not the Spirit of 
Chriſt, be is none of his. (t) If Men cor not 
this Spirit for their Guide, they cannot be Chri- 


ſliaus, nor Members of Cbrift s Church, al- 
though they may be ſtrict in obſerving of a great | 


many outward Obſervations, for we read that 


in Chriſt Jeſus, neither Circumcifion availeth 


any Thing, nor Uncircumicifion, but a new Crea- 
ture. (u) It is as Men come to be born of the 
Divine Nature, being created anew in Chriſt 
Jeſus unto good Works, that they come to have 
a right Underſtandnig of the Things of God; 

I thank tbee, O Father, ſaid Chriſt, Lord of 
Heaven and Earth, becauſe thou haßt bid theſe 
Things from the Wiſe and Pradent, and haſi re- 
vealed them unto Babes. Even 5 Father, fon 


ſo it ſeemed good in thy Sight. (w) He that is tru- 


ly a Child of God, and born of his Spirit, has 
2 more true and ſenſible Knowledge of God, 


and alſo of the Myſteries of his Kingdom, than 


Men in their natural and unconverted State can 

attain unto, by all their Wiſdom and Parts; for 
. (r} Col: i. 26, 27. (5) John i. 9. tt) Rom. viii. 14. 

iii. 8 @}þ Gal. vi. 15• () Matt. xi. 25, 26. 

— 8 ws 


N (14) 
'we read, that the natural Man receiveth not the 
75 hings of the Spir it of God, 7 or they are Fools 
iſbneſs unto him, neither can he know them, be- 
cauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. (x) They 
are beyond his Reach and. Comprehenſion, the 
Apoſtle ſaith, Prove all Things hold faſi that Wi 
| which 15 good. (y) Now the way for Men to. | 1 
have a right and clear Diſcovery of the Truth, 
is to come to that Divine Light, which God 
has cauſed to ſhine in Mens Hearts; the Apoſtle 
faith, God, who commanded the Light to Hine 
out of Darkneſs, hath ſhined in our Hearts, to 
give the Light of the Knowledge of the Glory of 
God, in the Face of Fefus Chriſt. (2) And as 
the Lord by his Light, gives thee a Sight and 
Diſcovery of the Truth, I deſire that thou 
mayſt embrace it, and joyn with it; the Lord, 
_ faith the Prophet, hath emed to thee, O Man, 
what is good, and what doth the Lard require 
of thee, but to do juſily, and to laue Mercy, and 
10 walk humbly with thy Gad? Now the Lord 
by his Holy Light doth not only ſhew Men 
that which is good, and what he requires of 
them; but he is near to ſhew them that which is 
Evil, in its very firſt Appearance: Ze that 
fews to Man his Thoughts, ſaith the Prophet, if 
the Lord of Hoſts is his Name; the Apoſtle 
ſaith, What/oever makes manifeſt is Light, and | 
whatſoever is reproved, is made manifeſt by the i 
Light. Now this Holy Light which gives Men 
a Sight and Diſcoyery of that which is evil, when 
it is preſented, is the great Touch Stone that we 
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gefire all may come to. If Men do not take 


Heed to this, they may ſoon err in Judgment, 
and receive and embrace falſe Doctrine, and 
wrong Principles. And Men's receiving falſe 
and wrong Opinions, doth very much open a 
Doar for wrong Practices. It Men once enter- 
tain a Belicf, that there is no Poſſibility of their 


gonquering and overcoming theix Corruptions 
while here, what Encouragement is there for 


them to war againſt them ? Or if they believe 
that there is a Purpatory, or a Place in which 
they may be cleanſed from their Sins after Death, 
it is no Wonder, if they live, ſo as to fulfil and 


gratify their own carnal Deſires and Inclina- 
tions; But it is his Work that was a Lyer from 
the Beginning, ta perſuade Men to believe this; 


we do not read, that the rich Man, that we have 
an Account of in Luke, met with any Place of 
cleanſing after Death, And it Men entertain 
a Belief, that God has before ordaingd a great 


Part of Mankind to periſh, and the reſt to be 


ſaved; and that the Numbers are ſo fix d, that 


none can be diminiſhed from them that are to 


periſh, or any added to the Number of them 
that are to be ſaved, what need any Body take 
any Care about another World? This Doctrine 


doth very much deſtroy Religion and Chriſtia- 
nity. I believe, ſome have been ſo darkned in 


their Underſtandings, that they have not ſtuck 
to ſay that God has fore-ordained whatever 


comes to paſs ; that he has appointed the Mur- 


derer to murder, and the Thief to ſteal, that 10 
they might conſequently periſh. How contra- 
Ty is this Doctrine to what we read in the Ho- 
43 8 | 1 


( 13) 
| ly Scripture, where the Lord has ſaid, As liue, 
P have no Pleaſure in the Death of the Mick 
ed, hut rather that the Wicked turn from his 
way and live. (a) We read, that they have 
built the high Places of Taphet, which is in 
the Valley of the Son of Hinnon,. 10 burn their 
ons and Daughters in the Fire, yet ſaith the 
Lord, I commanded them not, neither came it in- 
to my Heart. (b) Although this came to pals, 
the Lord was ſo far from ordaining it, that ſpeak- 
ing aſter the Manner of Men, he ſaid, it came 
not into his Heart. It would be abominable 
| to ſay, that God ordains all the wicked Things 
which come to paſs. I wiſh that all would he 
careful how they are impoled upon, to receive 
any Doctrines hich are repugnant to the 
Doctrine of Chris, and the primitive Chrifti- 
ans, recorded in the Holy Scriptures; and that 
People would compare their Doctrine with the 
Doctrine there laid down, and ſee how they car- 
reſpond. It has pleaſed God to raiſe up a Peo- 

le to preach the ſame Doctrine, and bear the MM 
Ls Teſtimony, that the Apoſtles and primi- br 


* * 
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tive Chriſtans bore; Fohn faith, We are of God, 
he that knoweth God, heareth us; he that is 
not of God, heareth not us. (c) 1 deſire that 
none may reject the Truth, becauſe it may be 
held forth by a People that are deſpiſed by many 
that do not rightly know them, for ye ſee your 
Calling, Brethren, how that not many Wiſe 
Men after the Fleſh, not many mighty, not ma- 
ny noble, are call d, but God hath choſen the 
_ foolih.Things of the World to confound the Wiſe, 
(a) Ezek. xxx. 11. (b) Jer. Vil, 31. (c) 1 John iv. 5 
and 
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(14) ; 
and God bath choſen the weak Things of the 
World to confound Things which are mighty, 
and baſe Things of the Warld, and Things 
which are diſpiſed, hath God choſen; yea, and 


Things which are not, to bring to naught Things 


that are, that no Fleſß may glory in his Sight. (d) 
Although the of them that believed in, 
and received the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, were not 


the wiſe, and mighty, and nohle ; yet we may 
conclude ſafely, that ſome of the wiſe, &c. did 


believe in him: And although the Generality 
of them that are now come to believe in, and 
receive the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in his ſpiritual 
Appearance, are not of the wiſe and noble; yet 
bleſſed be the Lord, ſome ſuch are come to be- 
lievein, and receive Chriſ by his Spirit into their 


Hearts; and that all may thus receive him, is 


my ſincere Deſire. 


() 1 Cor. 26, 27, 28, 29. 
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I. Concerning the U "uy ality 
of God's Love in ſending his 
- 0 to die for all Men. 


E freely own, that it is the Duty of the 


to be abſolutely needful, that they believe his 
Death and Sufferings, and what he ys done for 
them, without them, where it has pleaſed God 
to afford them the Benefit of the Holy Scrip- 


tures, that declare thereof; yet we believe this 


outward Knowledge is not ſo ablolutely eſſen- 


tial to Salvation, but that Men may be ſaved by 


the Lord Jeſus Chrift, that ſuffered upon the 
Croſs for them, if they are ſubject to his Spirit 
in their Hearts, although their Lots may be 
caſt in thoſe remote Parts of the World, where 
they are without the Benefit of the Holy Serip- 
tures, and may know nothing of the Coming 
of Chriſt in the Fleſh ; for the Apoſtle Paui 
in the 5th of the Romans faith, As by the Of- 
fence of One, Fudgment came upon all Men to 
Condemnation, even ſo by the Righteouſneſs of 
Oe, the free Gift came upon all Men to Fuſts- 
ag 74 Life; for as all Men partake of the 
Fruit o 
Seed, which through him is communicated unto 
them, which inclines them unto Evil, although 
many Thouſands of them neyer heard of the 


Children of Men to believe i in Chriſt, : 
as he did outwardly appear; and we hold it 


dam's Fall, by Reaſon of that evil 


Fall 


x 15 
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= u of Adam, nor of his Eating of the forblg: 


den Fruit: So we believe many may, and da 
receive Benefit by the Lord - Jeſus Chriſt, as 
they take Heed to that divine Light and Grace 
which is communicated to Mankind univertMly, 
through him „although they may know nothing 
of his Coming in the Fleſh. Now, tliough we 
hold it abſolutely needful, that Men believe in 
the Death and Sufferings of Chriſt, where they 
have the Benefit of the Holy Seriptures that 
declare thereof, as is befote obſerved; yet all 
this Knowledge will not entitle to a Part in the 
Kingdom of God, unleſs they know him that 
died for them, to ſave them out of thoſe Things 
that unfit them for that Holy Kingdom, into 
which nothing that is unclean can enter. 
But becauſe we bear Teftimony to the inward 
| Appearance of the Lord Feſus Chrif, by bis 
Light and Spirit in Men's Hearts, (e) ſome hays 
been ſo unkind and unjuſt, that they have nof 
ſtuck to ſay, that we deny'd the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, that ſuffered without the Gates at Fe- 
ruſalem for us, which is a very great Abuſe 
upon us, for we firmly believe in him, that 
was born of the Virgin Mary, that ſuffered 
upon the Croſs for the Redemption of Man- 
kind univerſally; and we are ſo far from 
denying him that died for us, and roſe again, 
and aſcended into Heaven; and is come again by 
His Spirit into our Hearts, that we hold forth 
his Death and Sufferings in a far more extenſive 
Manner, than many others do; for a | great mas 


( John i. 9. Ne 


| mY we Fn OPT 
C) ” wy; 
will have it, that Chriſt only died for the Be- 
lievers, and a Part of Mankind; but we be- 
lieve according. to the Scripture, that he ta- 


ted Death for every Man. But we ſee Jeſus, 

who was made a little lower than the Angels, 
for the Suffering of Death, crowned with Glo- 
ry and Honour, that he by the Grace of God 


ſhould taſte Death for every Man. (f) My lit- 
tle Children, theſe Things write I unto you, 
that ye fin not; and if any Man fin, we have 


an Advocate with the Father, Feſus Chriſt 
the Righteous: And he is the Propitiation for 


our Sins, and not for ours only, but alſo for the 


Sins of the whole World. (g) Here is the won- 


derful Love of God ſet forth to Mankind uni- 
verſally, therefore, as by the Offence of one, 
Tudgment came upon all to Condemnation; even 


/o by the Righteoujneſ3 of one, the free Gift 


came upon all Men to Fuſtification of Life: (h) 
So that the Plaiſter is as broad as the Sore. Now 


although we believe, that Chriſt has by his of- 


fering up of himſelf once for all, cleared the 
Score, ſo far upon the Account of the Infants 
and Mankind in general, that no Man will pe- 
riſh becauſe of the Sin of Adam; yet we do not 
believe that the Death and Sufferings of Chriſt 
without the Gates of Feru/alew, will render 


Men juſtified ; and acceptable in the Sight of 


God; except they know him that died for them, 


to redeem them out of actual Sinning, and from 


thoſe Things that unfit them for the Kingdom 
of God. Know ye not, faith the Apoſtle, that 
the Unrighteous ſball not Inherit the Kingdom 


f) Heb, ii. 29. (g) 1 Johnii. 1, 2, ch) Rom. v. 17. 
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(18) | 
of God? Be not decerved; neither Fornicators, 
nor laolaters, nor Adulterers, nor Effeminate, 
nor Abuſers of themſelves with Mankind, nor 

© Thieves, nor Covetous, nor Drunkards, nor Re- 
vilers, nor Extortioners, fhall inherit the 
Kingdom of God; and ſuch were ſome of you, 
but ye are waſhed, but ye are ſandtiſied, but ye 
are jaſtined in the Name of the Lord Feſus 
Chrift, and by the Spirit of our God. (i) Here 


the Apoſtle has clearly ſet forth how 
Men are juſtified. Now this is what we are 


concerned for, that all People may come to 
know the Lord to work a Change in their 
Hearts, and waſh them by his Spirit: He ſaved 
us by the waſhing of Regeneration, and the Re- 
newing of the Holy Ghoſt, which he ſhed on us 
abunaantly, through Feſus Chriſt our Savi- 
our. (k) Now here is Salvation and Juſtifica- 
tion by Chriſt, upon a true and right Founda- 
tion; And ſhe fſball bring forth à Son and thor 
Halt call his Name Jeſus, for he fball [ave his 
People from their Sins. (1) Mark, that Salva- 
tion from Sin is the Way for Men to be ſaved 
by Chrif, from the Wrath to come; for we 


read, that Tribulation and Anguiſh will be up- 


on every Soul of Man that doth Evil, of the 
Jew ir, and alſo to the Gentile. There is 
"therefore now no Condemnation to them which 
are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after the 
Fleſb, but after the Spiriz, (m) As Men come 
to ſwitneſs a being waſhed and Sanctified, and 
brought into Chriſt, and know their abiding to 


(i) 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. 11. (k) Titus ili. 5, 6. (1) Mat. 
1. 21. (m) Rom. ü. 9, 8, 1. | : 
OE be 


e ( 19 ) | i 
he in him, they are redeemed out of thoſe 
Things that bring Condemnation. . 
If any Man be in Chriſt, he is a new Crea- 
ture, Nhoſocver abideth in him, ſinneth not. 
We know, that whoſoever is born of God, fin- 
neth not, but he that is begotten of God keep- 
eth himſelf, and that wicked one toucheth 
him not. He that believeth on the Son of 
God, hath the W _—_ in himſelf. (n) This is 
the Sum of all, for Men ſo to live, that they 
may have the Witneſs in themſelves, that they 
pleaſe God. We read concerning Enoch, that 
before he was tranſlated, he had this Teſtimony, 
that he pleaſed God. If our Heart condemn 
us, God is greater than our Heart and knows 
eth all Things I our Heart condemn us not, 
then have we Confidence towards God. (o) 
Friendly reader, whoever thou art, that art 
condemned and reproved in thy 1eli, for that 
which is Evil, I tenderly deſire, thou mayſt 
0 turn to that Holy Spirit, which doth inwardly 
. reprove thee for it: If I go not away, the Com- 
LW forter will not come unto you, but if I depart, 
I will ſend him unto you, and when he is come, 
. he will reprove the world of Sin. (p) The ſame 
Holy Spirit that reproves Men for Sin, will not 
$ 
h 


only give them Power over thole Things that 
they are overcome with, which are evil, if they 
e take heed unto it, but as they come out of 
e thoſe Things, they are reproved for, it will be 
d a Divine Comforter to them, and they will be 
0 inwardly juſtified in themſelves: We read, that 


It, (n) 1 John iii, 6,——1 John v. 18.— 1 John v. 10. (o) 1 
John iii. 20. 21. (p) John xvi. 7, 8. 
. the 
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the Grace of God, that brinzeth Salvation, hath 
appeared to all Men, teaching us, that deny- 
ing Ungodlineſs, and worldly Luſts, we ſhould 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this pre- 


ent World, looking for that bleſſed Hope, and 
 #he glorious appearing of the great God, and 


our Saviour Jeſus Chrift, who gave himſelf for 
us, that he might redeem us from all Iniquity, 
and purify unto himſelf a peculiar People, zeal- 
ous of good Works (q). Now, although the A- 
poſtle has here ſo excellently born Teſtimony to 
the Sufficjency and Univerſality of the Grace of 


God, many are ſo narrow, that they are not 


willing to own, that CHriſt has died for all, nor 
will they allow, that ſaving Grace is given to 
all, altho' we read, that a Manifeſtation of the 


Spirit is given to every Man, to profit withal. 


And in the Parable of the wer, that went 
forth to ſow, the Seed fell on all the four Sorts 


of Ground; but it did not bring forth Fruit to 


Perfection, fave only in the good Ground; 


and the unprofitable Servant had a Talent 
committed to him, which was fufficient for 
him, if he had but improved it; 'tis plain, 
that the Fault was in himſelf, ſo that if any 
Man periſh, he is the Cauſe of his own Deſtruc- 


tion, as it was ſaid of [/rael, O Jfrael, thou 


haſt deſtroyed thyſelf, but thy Help is in me! 


God gave them of his good Spirit to inſtrubi 
them, but they rebelled againſt him (r). Many, for 
want of a right Underſtanding, have made a very 


wrong Uſe of PFu}'s Words in the gth of the 


Remans, For the Children being not yet born, 


(q) Tit. li. Il, 12, 13. (r) Neh. IX, 20. 26. G 
nets 


| ( 21 
neither having done any Good or Evil, that the 
Purpoſe of - God according % Hledtion might 
fand, not of Works, but of him that calleth, it 
was ſaid unto her, the Elder fvall ſerve the 
2 vunger ; as it is written, Jacob have I loved, 
but Eſau have 1 hated (s). Now the Apoſtle 
doth not ſay, that before the Children were 
born, it was laid, Facob have l loved, and Eſau 
have I hated, but that the Elder hall ſerve 
the 1 hunger; and as it is written, Jacob have 
loved, but Eſau have I hated, He has Re- 
ference to what is written: Read Obediah, for 
thy Violence againſt thy Brother Jacob, ſhame WM 
fall cover thee, and thou alt be cut off for _ 
ever (t). If God had hated Eau, and ordain- 
ed Pharaoh to periſh before they were born, 
he would have been a Reſpecter of Perſons, 
which is contrary to the Apoſtle Peter's Teſti- 
mony, Of a Truth I percerve, laid he, that 
God is no Reſpecter of Perſons, but in every Na- 
tion he that feareth him, and worketh Righte- 
ouſneſs, 1S accepted with him (u). Here are the 
Conditions laid down, upon which all People 
may be accepted of God, for we belive, as it is 
the Will of God, that all Men ſhould be ſav- 
ed, ſo he gives to every Man a Day of Viſitati- 
on, in which he inwardly ſtrives with them, 

by his holy Spirit to reclaim them: He ſtrove Ml 

long with the People in the old World, And the 

Lord ſaid, my Spirit ſhall not always ftrive with 
Man, becauſe he alſo is Fleſh (W). There was a 
Time in which they might have been ſaved, but 
they would not be reclaimed, from thoſe 


(s) Rom. ix. 11, 12, 13. (i) Obed. i. 10. (u) Acts x. 
34, 35» (w) Gen. vi. 3. 1 hings 
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Things that were diſpleaſing to him, thereſore 
he cut them off in his Wrath; and there was 
alſo a Time in which the Inhabitants of Jeru- 


alem might have been gathered, but they would 


not, and our Saviour wept over them and ſaid, 
O Feruſ/alem! Feruſalem Thou that kill- 
e the Prophets, and floneff them which are 


fent unto thee, how often would I have gather- 


ed thy Children together, even as a Hen ga- 


| Tthereth her Chickens under her Wings, and ys 


would not! Behold, your Houſe is left unto you 
deſolate (x). Chrift did not ſay, they could not 
be gathered, but ſaid, he would not; ſo that 
the Cauſe why they were not gathered, was not 
in the Lord, but in themſelves ; but if God, by 
a ſecret Decree had beforehand determined their 
Deſtruction, why ſhould he have ſent his Ser- 


| vants to them, in order that they might be ga- 


thered; and what will People make of our Sa- 
viour's weeping over them, if they were be- 
fore ordained inevitably to periſh, I wiſh all 
may conſider theſe Things ſeriouſly, the Apo- 
ſtle faith, hat if God, willing to fſhew his 
Wrath, and to make his Power known, endu- 

reth with much Long-ſuffering the Veſſels of 
Wrath fitted to Daſtruction (y); and why is this 
Long-Suffering, but in order that they might 
be gained upon, why was the Long-Suffering of 

God, which waited in the Days of Noah, while 

the Ark was preparing (2), but that they might | 
be reclaimed from their wrong Doings: When 
Pharaoh had refuſed to let I/rael go, and laid, 


Ibo is the Lord that I fhould obey his Voice, to 


(x) Mat. xiii. 3), 38. ()) Rom, ix, 22, (2) 1 Pet- 
iii. 20. | let 


jet Iſrael go (a)? 1 know not, ſaid he, the Lord, 
neither wwill let Iſrael go; then we read, that 
the Lord ſaid, I will harden Pharaoh's Heart, 
and multiply my Signs and my Wonders in the 
Land of Egypt (b); and the Lord ſhewed his 
Power in his Deſtruction, as he did in the De- 
ſtruction of the old World; but let it be con- 
ſidered, that they brought this upon themſelves, 
by their rebelling againſt him; for why ſhould 
the Lord have ſtriven with the old World, if he 
had determined their Deſtruction before hand. 
Friendly Reader, I deſire the Lord may open 
thy Underſtanding by his Holy Spirit, that thou Mi 
mayeſt have a right Diſcerning of theſe Things, 
Peter ſaith, Account that the Long-Suffering of - WM 
our Lord 1s Salvation, even as our beloved Bro- 
ther Paul alſo, according to the Miſdom given 
unto him, hath writteu unto you, as alſo in all 
his Epiſtles, ſpeaking in them of theſe Things, 
in which are ſome Tings bard to be under ſtood, 
which they that are unlearned, and unſtable, 
wreſt, as they do alſo the other Scriptures, un- 
to their own DeftrutFion (c). Peter did not 
mean, that it was thoſe that were outwardly 
unlearned, that wreſted Paul's Words; for we 
read, that he and John were both ſaid to be 
unlearned and ignorant Men; Now when they 
ſaw the Boldneſs of Peter and John, aud per- 
cerved that they were unlearned and ignorant 
Men, they marvelled, and they took Knowledge 
of them, that they had been with Jeſus (d). 
It was then, and is now, ſuch as are unlearned 


(a) Exod. v. 2.— vii. 3. (b) Exod. xiv. 23. ; (c) 2 Pet. 
6 (4) Ads iv. 13. : Ns 


IN 


. N 
in the School of Chrif, that did and do wreſt 
Paul's Words; and if People do not come to 
learn of Chriſt, it is no Wonder if they put 
wrong and grois Conſtructions upon many Fla- 
ces of the Holy Scriptures; but although this 
Place has been made very ill uſe of by many, 
the Apoſtle Paul doth give ample and full Te- 
ſtimony of the good Will of God to Mankind, 
J exhort, ſaith he, therefore, that firſt of all 
Supplications, Prayers, Iuterceſſions and giving 
of Thanks, be made for all Men ; for Kings, 
and for all that are in Authority that we may 
lead a quiet and peaceable Life, in all Godli- 
neſs and Honeſiy ; for this is good and accepta- 
ble in the Sight of God, our Saviour, who will © 
have all Men to be ſaved, and to come unto the 
Knowledge of the Truth (e). If the Apoſtle 
had believed, that a Part of Mankind were or- 
dained to periſh, before they were born, he 
would not have adviſed Timothy to pray for all. 
Men, nor have told him, that it was the Will 
of God, that all Men ſhould be ſaved : So that 
if any Man periſh, as is before obſerved, the 
Fault is in himſelf; /ay unto them, as J live, 
ſaith the Lord God, I have no Pleaſure in the 
| Death of the Wicked, but that the Wicked 
tur from his Way and live. When I Hall 
it /ap to the Righteous, that he ſhall ſurely live; 
if he truſt to his own Righteouſneſs, aud com- 


if mit Iniquity, all bis Righteouſneſs jhall not be 


remembered, but for his Iniquity that he hath 
committed, be ſhall die for it. Again, when 
I ſay unto the Wicked, thou foalt ſurely die, if 


. (e) 1 IA. i ,, 
. he 


he turn from his Sin, and do that which is lawfut 
and right, if the Wicked reſtore the Pledge, giui 
again that be had robbed, walk in the Statutes , 
of Life, without committing Iniquity, be ſhall 
' ſurely live, he ſball not die (f). I wiſh that all 
might ſeriouſly conſider this, and that all who 
think they ſtand and are ſecure, may take Heed 
left they fall; and that they who have gone 
into evil Things, may be encouraged to return 
to the Lord, Þ true Repentance and Amend= WW 
ment of Life, that they may find Mercy at his 
Hand, as the Prophet faith, Let the Wicked for- 
ſake bis Way, and the unrighteous Man his 
Thought s,- and let him return unto the Lord, and 
he will have Mercy, and to our God, and he 

will abundantly pardon (g.) We are not of 
Ss their Mind, that ſay, once in Grace aud ever 
in Grace, or that the leaſt Degree of true and 
laving Grace cannot be fallen from; but we 
;believe Men may now, as ſome of old did, make 
Shipwreck of Faith and a good Conſcience, and 
from what is before ſaid, it is plain, that a righ- 
teous Man may turn from his Righteouſneſs, 
therefore it is good for all to be watchful : hat 
J {ay to you, laid Chriss to his Followers, I /ap 
10 all, watch. No Man is longer ſafe than he 
is upon his Watch. It was when David and 
Peter were off their Watch that they fell, and 
the Miſcarriages that are among the Children MW 
of Men, are owing to their Unwatchfulneſs; WM 
not but that we believe, the Grace and good WM 
Spirit of God is ſufficient to keep Men from 


* (f ) Euckt. zxxitl, 11, 13, 14. t5, | | (s) IG. Ie. 5. 
| . 9 fall 
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and bn and out of all Evil and 
hurtful Things, as they take Heed unto it; 


unto which Grace, Fricndly Reader, I ca 
thee for OY and EGG Va VL 3n 


0 cn the e Ho Seri = 


- 
% 3 ks. 10. SIT „ SES + MM 4s 3 -- 


211 3 


L TH 0 U G H foe: hawk miſrepreſented 
us, as tho' wei under-yalued or diſ-eſteem- 


ed the Holy Scriptures, of the Old and New 


Teſtament; yet we do bleſs the Lord, and 
have great Cauſe ſo to do, that the excellent 
Counſel therein contained, which proceeded 
from the Spirit of God, is preſerved upon Re- 
cord to this Day, and it is a great Favour, that 


we live: under  4- Goyernment, where we have 


the Liberty to read them, this being a Privi- 


lege that many called Chriſtians are deprived of, 


in ſome other Countries, and I; wiſh that all 
would be frequent in reading of them: The A- 
le Paul commended Timothy, in that from a 
Gila he bad knawnizthe Holy Scriptures, which, 
daith;he, are able. io make thee wiſe unto Sal- 

But ion through Faith, which 3s in Chriſt Feſus, 
All. us given by Inſpiration of God, is pro- 


table for Doiirme, for Reproof, for Correction, 


for 2 in Righteouſneſs, that the Man 
God may be bei fel #boroug bly furniſbed uy 
11 al. 


: TW 5 
all gon Works By, Ye'ſearch the Scriptures, 
4aith Chriſt; for in them ye think ye have Eter- 
nal Lije, aud they are they which teſtify of me, 
and ye will not come to me, that ye might have 
Life (i). They are greatly tobe valued, in that 
they teſtify of Chriſ, in whom there is Power 
to give Men Victory over their Corruptions and 
Paſſions, and enable them to do the Will of God 
ve read, That Chriſt came unto his own, and 
his own received him not; but as many as re- 
ceived him, to them gave he Power to become 
| the Sons of God (k.) They that receive Chriff 
by his Spirit into their Hearts, they receive 
Power; for CHhriſi sSpirit isa Chriſtian s Strength; 
Ican av all Vines: ſaith the Apoſtle, through 
_ Chrift which ſirengt heus me. We read, phat no 
Propheſy of the oiripture is of any private In- 
terpretation ; for the Propheſy came not in old 
Time by the W ilh of Man, but holy Men of God, 
JÞake as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt (1). 
Now we ſay, the moſt true Interpreter of the 
Holy Scriptures, is the Holy Ghoſt, or Spirit 
from which they did . — we read, that 
the natural Man receives not the Things of the 
Spirit of Ga, neither can he: know them, faith 
the Text, and there is a ſtrong Reaſon laid 
down for it, becauſe they are ſpiritually dij- 
cerned; they are beyond his Reach and Com- 
prehenfion, for. what Man knoweth the Things 
| 7 a Man, ſave the Spirit of a Man which is in 
im; even ſo the 7 ase of God knoweth no Man, 


ch). 2 Tim. 11, 165 16, % (i) John v. 39, 40. ( 
Wa 11, 12. (1) Phil. iv. 13.— Per 1, 20, 21. 
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but the Spirit of God (m). This is the Key 
which opens the Myſteries of the Kingdom of 
God to Men. I take this to be the great Rea- 
ſon why there are ſuch great Miſtakes about Re- 
ligion, and why many put ſuch groſs Conſtruc- 
tions upon many Parts of the Holy Scriptures, 
as they do, becauſe they do not come to that 
Divine Spirit which gives a right and true Un- 
derſtanding, as E/ihu ſaid, there is a Spirit in 
Man, and the Inſpiration of the Almighty giv- 
eth them Underſtanding (n). Till Men come to 


i the Holy Spirit of God in themſelves, they can 


neither know God, nor the Things of God; for 
we read, that no Man knoweth the Father ſave 
be Son, and be, ta whomſaever ths Son will re- 
veal him (o). Now, if Revelation were ceaſed, 


as ſome do imagine it is, what a {ad Condition 


would Mankind be in? For we read, the World 
by Wiſdom knows not Gad, there is no Know- 
ledge of God but by the Revelation of bis Son; 


and it is as Men come to have an inward Know- 


ledge of God, that they come to have a right Un- 
derſtanding of the Holy Scriptures, which pro- 


geeded from the good Spirit of God, wherefore 


we highly value them, though tis to be feared, 
ſome called Chriſtians, do disbelieye many of the 


great Truths therein contained, for I believe, 


that a Man, through oſten rebelling againſt the 
Holy Spirit of God in himſelf, may arrive to 


ſuch a Degree of Wickedneſs, that he may re- 


je& the Scriptures, and count them but Fables; 


m) 1 Cor. il. 11. (an) Job xxl. 9. (o) Matt 
M. 27. 25 | 
and 


(29, 
and that he may be ſo far from owning of any 
Thing of God in Man, that he may come to de- 
ny the Holy Three that bear Record in Hea- 
ven, There are Three that bear Record in Hea- 
ven, the Father, the Word, aud the Holy 
Eboſt, and theſe Three are One (p.) It muſt be 
very deplorable, if a Man come to be ſo wick- 
ed, as to deny the Lord that bought him, as 
'tis written, 7 he Fool hath ſaid in his Heart, 
there is no God (q). It is the Work of the E- 


nemy of all Righteouſneſs, to perſuade Men 


that there is no God, and that the Scriptures 


are but a Fiction, and that Men are not ac- 
countable for their Words and Actions, and 


that there are no future Rewards and Fun 


ments; that they might walk at large, and 


take their full Swing in Wickedneſs. It is 


greatly to be deſired if there be any ſuch now 


living, whoſe Day of Mercy is not wholly over, 


that have arrived to ſuch a Degree of Hardneſs 


and Wickedneſs as this is, that they may be 
brought to a Senſe. of their Iniquity ir Error, 
and be fo truly humbled in Soul-becauſe there- 


of, that if poſſible, they might find Mercy at 


the, Lord's Tin. The better Chriſtian that a- 


an is, the more true hoe real Value: he 
1 for the ay 9 res. 
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m. Concerning W orfoip. 


E live. in a Time, in Which Were is 
great Difference,” even amongſt thoſe 
called Chriftians, about Religion, and the Wor- 


* 


ſbip of God. Difference about Religion and 
the | Worſhip of God, is no new Thing, the 


Fes bene (0 diffe red to ſuch a great 
Jegree, that it ſeems they did not deal with 
one another. It is very much amiſs, where a 


| miſtaken Zeal for Religion ſowers people, and 
makes them rigid, and bitter one againſt ano- 


ther. Chriſtianity. i is Love, and he that is a Chri- 
ſtian in his Heart, is full of Pity and good Will 
ta them that are under a Miſtake in Matters 
of Religion; and the worſt that he wiſhes for 


all ſuch, is, that the Lord may direct them 


right; for they that have the Mind of Chriſt, 
would not have any Soul to err, either in Faith 


or Practice. Our Saviour, in bis Diſcourſe with 


the Woman of Samaria, has clearly deſcribed 


the true and Spiritual Worſhip,” But the Hour 
comet h, and now is, when'the true Worſbippers 
hall worſbip the Fat her in Spirit and in ruth; 
for the Father ſeeketh ſuch to worſbip him. God 
is a Spirit, and they that worſhip him, muff Wor- 
ſhip him in Spirit and in Truth (5). Now, we be- 


(r) John iv. 9, (John 1 iv. 23, 24. 8 
Nr | live 


(31) 


ob that as God is a Spirit, he may be truly Wor- 
ſhipped, as we are gathered in his Spirit, tho 
there be not a Word outwardly ſpoken among 
us, as Chriſt ſaid, Where two or three are ga- 
thered together in my Name, there am I in the 
nia of them (t); and the Hol Prophet, faid, 
They that wait upon the Lord, ſhall renew their 

reer. They Hall mount up with Wings as 
Eagles; they hall run, and not be weary, and 
the 5 ſpall walk and not faint (u): Although, I 
believe a great many pious good Chriſtians can 
lay, as they have waited. humbly. upon the 
Lord, in the true Silence of all Fleſh, with 
their Minds truly ſtaid upon him, they have 
enjoyed that Divine Comfort which has been be- 
yond what they could expreſs in Words; yet 
this of ſilent waiting, is a great Myftery to ma- 
ny People. There is a Divine Teacher near 
Men, even in their own Hearts, which is ſuffi- 
cient to teach them, as they take heed thereto. 
It is to be feared, that many. People too much 
depend upon the Teachings of Men, and ne- 
vle@ the Divine Teacher in themſelves, but the 
Anoiiting "which ye have received of him, a- 
bideth in you, and ye need not that any Man 
teach you, but as the Flew Anomting teacheth 
you of all Things, and is Truth and is no Lie, 

and even. as" it hath Haught Yor, ft ye foals abide 
mn him n 

Now, we Sndertand the Holy Man eren to 
ſpeak in a * Senſe. He told them that they 


(tt) Matt, evi ws 4 =o Iſai, xl. 327. 001 John 
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needed not that any. Man taught them, but as 


4327 


the ſame Anointing taught them, & c. We do 
very much own outward Preaching and Pray- 
ing, where it proceeds from the Divine Anoint- 
ing. If it pleaſe God to ſpeak by this through 
any Inſtruments, whether Male or Female, we 
believe there ſhould be Liberty amongſt us, for 
every one to ſpeak as he requires it of them; 
or ye may all propheſy one by ane that all may 
learn, and all may be comforted, and the Spi. 
rits of the Prophets are 1 to the Prophets. 
Aud they were all filled with tbe Holy Ghaf,, 
and began to ſpeak with other Tongues, as the 
Sirit gave them Utterance (x). We believe 


the true Preaching and Praying is that which 


proceeds from the Holy Spirit, we kngw not 
what we ſhould pray for as We ought, but the 
Spirit itſelf maketh Intercefſien for us, With 
Graanings which cannot be uttered. 1 will pray 


With the Spirit, and I will pray with the Ur. 


derflanding aljo : I will fing with the Spirit, 
and I will ſing with the Underfanding alſo (J). 
This is the Preaching and Praying, and Sing- 


ing, which we own, that is, by the Direction 


and Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit. Now ſome 
ainſt Women's ſpeaking in the Church, urge 
what the Apoftle faith, Let your Women keep 
Glence in the Churches, for it is not permitted 
unto them to ſpeak, but they are commanded 10 
be under Obedience, as alſo faith the Law, and 


if they will learn any thing, let them as their 


(x) 1 Cor. xiv. 31, 3A ii. 4. O! Rom. viii. 26. 


w— Cor. XIV. 15. 


23 
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3 ans 
Huſbands at Home, for it is a Shame for Mo- 
men to ſpeak in the Church. (z). Let the Woman 
learn in Silence With all Subjeftion, but I ſuffer 


not a Woman to teach, nor to . N 
c 


over the Man but to be in Silence. (a). W 

do not take this to be a prohibiting of Holy 
Women to ſpeak, whom the Lord calls there- 
to, and I think it would be very much amils, 


to ſay that the Apoſtle Paul was againſt holy 
Women fpeaking, that God called to ſpeak : 
But ſuch troubleſome and unruly Women, as 


diſturbed the Church by their Queſtions, and 
aſurp'd Authority over the Man, which he 
was againſt, we are againſt, If the Apoſtle 
Paul had been againſt holy Women Praying 
and Propheſying, why ſhould he lay down a 
Rule how they 
when they Pray or Propheſy? but every Mo- 


man that Prayeth or Propheſeth with her 
Head uncovered, difhonoureth her Head (b). And 


he commends to the Believers divers good Wo- 
men, I commend unto you Phæbe our Siſter, which 
is a Servant of the Church. (c). All good Mini- 
ſters of Jeſus Chriſt, are Servants to the Church. 
And he adviſed his true Yokefellow, 0 help 
thoſe Women, which laboured with him in the 


Goſpel; ſo that he was an Encourager of holy 


Women that laboured in the Goſpel; we read, 


that Anna ſpoke in the Temple, and ſhe was 


a Widow 0 
which departed not from the Temple, but ſerv- 


(a) 1 Tim. 2. 11. 12. 


(z) 1 Cor. 14. 34. 3 „ 
5 (c) Rom. 16, 1. to 13. 


(b) 1 Cor. 11. 5. 


ought to behave themſelves 


F about fourſcore and four Tears, 
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ed God with Faſtings and Prayers, Night and 
Day; and ſbe coming in that Inſtant, gave 
Thanks likewiſe unto the Lord, and ſpabe of 
him, to all them that looked for Redemption 


in Jeruſalem. (d). And we read, that Philip 


the Evangeliſt had four Daughters, Virgins, 
and they did all prophely. And Foel alto 
propheſied that God would pour forth of his 
Spirit, Sc. But this is that ſaith Peter, which 


Was ſpoken by the Prophet, Joel, and it fhall 


come to paſs in the laſt Days, faith God, 


I will pour out my Spirit upon all Fleſh, and 
your Sons and your Daughters 2 propheſy, 
and your young Men ſball fee Vifons, and your 


old Men Hall Dream Dreams, and on my Ser- 
vants, and on my Hand-maidens, I will pour 
out in thoſe Day's of my Spirit, aud tbey ſball 
propheſy. (e) Now although Propheſying is ſe- 
veral 'Limes taken in the Scripture for foretelling 
Things to come, read Jeremia“ (f), and ſeveral 
other Propheſies of the Prophets; yet it is alſo 
taken for edifying the Church: But he that 
Propheſfeth, ſpeaketh unto Men to Edification, 
and Exhortation, and Comfort. He that ſpeał- 
eth in an unknown Tongue, edifieth himſelf, but 
he that propheſieth, edifieth the Church. (g). 
Mary was ſent by Chriſt to declare of his Re- 
ſurrection, Feſ/us ſaith unto her, touch me not, 
for 1 am not yet aſcended to my Father; but 
go to my Brethren, and [ay unto them, I aſcend 
to my Father, and your Father, and to my 
(9). Lake. 2, 37. 38. el. Ad 3. 16. 17. [f). Jer.-22- 
G. 1 Cor. 14. 3.4. | 

60 


(CF), 
604, and yeur God (h). And the Woman of 
Samaria was inſtrumental to bring many of her 
Neighbours to believe in Chrift, ſhe ſaid, 
Come ſee a Man that has told me "all T, hings 
that ever I did, is not this the Chrif? And 
any of the Samaritans of that City believ- 
% on him, for the ſaying of the Woman 
which teſtified, he told me all that ever I did 
| (i). Now it is to Chriſt as he inwardly appears 
in Men's Hearts, by his Light and Spirit, that 
we deſire all may come. It is he that ſhews 
Men when they do amiſs. Chriſt within, 
which is the Hope of the Saints Glory, is a 
great Myf#ery to many People : (k). When it 
pleaſed God, ſaith the Apottle Paul, to reveal 
his Son in me, that I might preach him among 
the Heathen, iumediately I conferred not with 


Fleſh and Blood (. Here was the Son f | 


God revealed in him. Now that all may have 
a right Underſtanding of the Things of God, 

we defire that they may come to him that bath 
the Key of David, that opens the Myſteries of 
the A of God to Men. 


| John 20. 17. (i). John 4. 29. 39. (0. Col. 1. 27. 
Pr ER ST merry 
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IV. Concerning Baptiſm. 


DECAUSE of our Diſuſe of Water- 
D Baptiſm, and Bread and Wine, we have 
been very hardly ſpoke of, as though we denied 
the Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt, when as there 
is no People that I know of, that do more 
truly own the Neceſſity of believing and being 
baptized, than we do, but we do not under- 
ſtand it to be only an Hiſtorical Belief of the 
Conception and Birth, and Life and Miracles, 
and alto of the Death and Sufferings, and Re- 
ſurrection, and Aſcenſion of Chriſt, or a being 
outwardly baptized with Water, that will en- 
title Men to Salvation; for we read, that vi; 
mon the Sorcerer believed, and was baptized 
(m); And yet he was fo far from being in a 
State of Salvation, that Peter ſaith to him, I 
percerve thou art in the Gall of Bitterneſs, 
and in the Bond of Iniquity. But left any 
ſhould be under a Miſtake, and take the Bap- 
tiſm of Water, to be the one eſſential and ſav- 
ing Baptiſm, hear the Apoſtle Peter, when 
once the long ſuffering of God, waited in the 
Days of Noah, while the Ark was preparing 
wherein few, that is, eight Souls Were ſaved 
by Water. The Antitype whereof, even Bap- 


(nl. 1 Pet. 3. 20. 21, 


ziju 


0 ** 
3 x % 
\ n 4 - 
l  &- 
1 
8 . ; 4 
"= 
1 4 
1 
; 17 
141 
- 
© = 
{ 5 f 
* * 
© BY a 
1 54 4 
8 
* . 
5 
1 
1 
LY 
F #2 
* * 
18 
o * 
0 4 z 
: "I 
1 
2 
> d 
a 
+ 
3 # 
8 
4 1 
_ = 
R 
+ { 
| x 
: L 4 
H . 
* . 
1 
25 q 
x 
5 
£1 
i 3 L 
jp \ 
* . 
= 
10 $2 
7 75 : 
i 17 
1 | 
W. 
| 5 ! 
3 : 
** N 
 - 
* # , 
$7 * 
1 
14 
= J f 
1 
= 
j 2 
7 
11 
1 
* * 1 
1 3 72 
8 ? 
7 ; 
3 
* 
1 
3 2 : > 
* 
4 7 4 
. 
1454 
1 a 
= 7 
: 4 
3. R F 
* 4 
+ 
57 . 
4 23 N 
o 
I 
15 +1 
2 ' ' 
= * 1 
; [1 SY 
RATE + | 
4 „ 
8 
* FR. 
F 
f þ 
* 
1 
© «BY 
*# 4 
3 & 
TE - 2 
e 4 
744 
. 
149 
. np 
ik? 
n 
4 
Ps 
x 
. 
"1 
3 4 
: 
b 
N 1 
b q 
: 


. 8 ” 8 e K 4 * PO . — * 
l r —rͤrLpL' ee. > es YH YE as ts a 
OO NG — — =D eh * — e n Rs 


that if our dear Lord had intended that they 


it 10 et 
1% n, doth alſo now ſave us, not the putting 
away of the Filth of the Fleſh (mark that) 
but the Anſwer of a good Conſcience towards 
God by the Rejurrettion of Jeſus Chriſt (n). 
Now it is the Baptiſm of Chriſt by his Spirit, 
that brings Men to that, for it is plain, from 
the Inſtance of Simon before noted, that a Man 
may believe, and be baptized with Water, and 
be ſo far from having the Anſwer of a good Con- 
ſcience, tho he may be in the Gall of Bitterneſs, 
and in the Sond of Iniquity, which is the very Re- 
verle of Chriſtianity. A great many take the 
Commiſſion in the 28th of Matthew, to be a 
Commiſſion for Water-Baptiſm, Go ye therefore, 
and teach all Nations, baptizing them in the 
Name of the Father, and of the Sun, and of 
the Holy Ghoft (o). Now here is no mention 
of Water. Is it not reaſonable to ſuppoſe, 


ſhould baptize with Water, that he would 
have expreſly mention'd it; altho' the Apoſtle 
Paul was not inferior to the chief of the, A- 


, # & -S 


7 
and I baptized alſo the Houſhold of Stephanas, 
beſides, I knqw- not whether I baptized any 
ther; for Chrift ſent me Not 10 hapti xs, 
hut to preach the Goſpel (p): So that what 
he did in that Cafe, was by way of Condeſcen- 
hon, as in the caſe of cireumeiſing 7 imot hy, and 


(n). 1 Pet. 3 20. 31. | (0). Matt. 28. 19. (p). 1 Cor. 1. 1 4 
14. 15. 16, 17. 5 „ ' = 
go- i 


(38) | k 
going into the Temple, and purifying himſelf 
(q) It would be a weak Thing to plead for 
theſe Things now, becauſe the Apoſtle prac- 
tilted them. Doth it therefore follow, that 
Water-Baptitm ſhould be practiſed now, becauſe 
the Apoſtle Paul, by way of Condeſcenſion 
practiſed it? For if he had took that Com- 
miſſion, Malt. xxviii. 19. to be a Commiſſion 
for him to baptize with outward Water, we 
may fafely conclude, that> he would not have 
thank'd God that he had done him ſo little 
Service. We do not deny but that ſome other 
of the Apoſtles, did allo by way of Conde- 
ſcenſion, practiſe Water-Baptiſm; but that 
they were commanded to baptize with Water 
in that Commiſſion, I think, will be too 
hard for any body to prove (r). It is poſ- 
{ible ſome may be ready to ſay, it muſt needs 
be meant of Water; becauſe ſay they, no 
Man can baptize with the Spirit, or into the 
Power and Spirit of Chriſt, We freely own 
that no Man, as he is Man, by his own 
Power, can do this; neither can any Man by 
his own Power, as he is a Man, heal the Sick, 
cleanſe the Lepers, raiſe the Dead, caſt out 
Devils (0), and yet we find the Dilciples 
were commanded to do theſe Things. And 
by the ſame Power, by which they did caft 
out many Devils, and heal'd the Sick; & c. 
they were inſtrumental to baptize Men into 
the Name and Power of Chriſt. And as 1 


(q). Acts 16. 3. & 21, 26. (). Matt. 28. 19. ([t) Matt. 


10. 8. 
| be- 


OR 

began to ſpeak, ſaith Peter, the Holy Ghoſt 
fell on them as on us at the Beginning, Then 
remembred I the Word of the Lord, how that 
he ſaid, John truly baptized with Water, nt 
ye ſhall be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt (t). 
At that great Meeting we read of in the 2d 
of Acts, verſe the 4th, tis ſaid, They were all 
filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and began to ſpeak 
with other. Tongues as the Spirit gave them 
Utterance ; yet tome of the Multitude mocked, 
and were ſo ignorant of the Operation of the 
Holy Ghoſt, that they ſaid, verſe 13. Theſe Men 
are full of new Wine : But Peter ſtanding up 
with the Eleven, lift up his Voice, and ſaid unto 
them, ye Men of Judah, and all ye that dwell at 
Jeruſalem, be this known unto you, and bearken 
to my Words, for theſe are not drunken, asye ſup- 
foſe, ſeeing it is but the third Hour of the Day, 
but this is that which was ſpoken by the Prophet 
Joel, &. It is hard to make Men ſenſible of the 
Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, and of the ſpi- 
ritual Baptiſm, while they are Strangers to the 
Spirit in themſelves; but if it could be proved 
that the Diſciples in that Commiſſion, were 
commanded to baptize with or in Water, which 
I believe cannot be done; how will they that 
are for the ſprinkling of Infants, prove their 
Practice from that Commiſſion, Go teach all 
Nations, &c. (u), for they are not capable of 
being taught. As to what is urged of the Jai- 
lor, and all his, and of whole Families being 
baptized; there is no Account that there were 


(t). Ads 11: 15, 16. (u). Matt. 28. 19, 20. 
| any 


| ( 40 ) 8 

any Infants baptized in any of them. (ﬆ) 
There is abundante of Families now as (we 
may reaſonably ſuppoſe) there were then, in 
which there are ho tittle Children. As to that 
of our Saviour, where he faith, Suffer little 
Children to come unto me, and forbid them not, 
for of ſuch is the Kingdom, it cannot be proved 

| from Scripture, that he baptized any of them 
in, or with Water. But as to this PraQtice of 
ſprinkling Infants, it is fo much without Foun- 
dation in the Scripture, that a great many Peo- 
ple who are not of our Society, do not hold it 
nor own it. The Way rightly to underftand 
this Commiſſion, is to come to that Spirit, by 
which it was given forth. Many urge that 
our Saviour was baptized of John, he was allo 
circumciſed, doth it therefore follow, that we 
muſt be circumciſed, becauſe he was circum- 
ciſed? or as he was born under the Law, he 
fulfilled the Law, and he is the End of 
the Law, for Righteouſneſs Sake to all them 
that believe (y). When Chriſt came to 70%. 
to be baptized of him, John forbad him, 
laying, I have Need to be baptzed of thee 
(Z). Here John the Baptiſt, who was the Ad- 
miniſtrator of Water-Baptiſm, was ſenfible that 
he had Need to be baptized of Chriſt, with 
the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt; verſe r 5. Suf- 
fer it to be ſo now, ſaid Chriſt, for thus it he- 
 6ometh us to fulfil all Righteouſneſs: So that 
he: fulfilled the Righteouſneſs of John's Diſ- 
penſat ion, ohn has very clearly and excellent- 
(x). AQs 16. 33. / Luke 2, 21, (2). Matt. 3. 
1, 14 ly 


„ „% > | 
fy diſtinguiſhed his Baptiſm with Water, from 
the Baptiſm of Chriſt, with the Holy Ghoſt, 7 
indeed =. 7 you with Water, unto Repen- 
tance; but he that cometh after me, is mightier 
than J whoſe Shoes J am not worthy to bear; 
he ball baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt and 
with Fire, whoſe Fan is in his Hand, and he 
will throughly purge his Floor, and gather his 
Wheat into the Garner, but he wilt burn up the 
Chaff with unquenchable Fire (a). This is 
the Meſſenger of the Covenant the Prophet 
ſpeaks of, The Lord whom ye ſeek fhall ſudden- 
ty come to his Temple, even the Meſſenger of the 
Covenant, whom' ye delight in; behold, he ſhall 
come, ſaith the Lord of Hoffs, but who may a- 
vide the Day of his Coming, and who ſball ſtaud 
when he appeareth; for he is like a Refiner's 
Fire, and like Fullers Soap And he ſball fit 
as a Refiner and Purifier of Silver, and he all 
purify the Sons of Levi, and purge them as Gold 
and Silver, that they may offer unto the Lord 
an Offering in Righteouſneſs (b), For this End 
the Lord Jeſus Chrift is come into the Hearts 
Jof Men, by his Spirit, to purge them from their 
Doss, and waſh them from their Uncleanneſs, 
t that fo they may be fitted for that Kingdom, 
into which nothing that is unclean can enter; 
this is the Waſhing which will avail, for Men 
to know their Hearts to be waſhed from 
Wickedneſs; as it was ſaid to Jeruſalen, 
Waſo thy Heart from Wickedneſs : The A- 
poſtle Paul, in his Epiſtle to the Ephe/ans, 
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F faith, 


(a) Matt. iii. 11, 12. (b) Mal. iii. 1, 2. 
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faith, that here is one Lord, one Faith, one 
Baptiſin (c). John, as is before obſerved, has 
diſtinguiſhed very plainly between his Baptiſm 
with Water, and the Baptiſm of Chriſt with 
the Holy Ghoſt. Now, what we deſire is, that 
all might come to the Baptiſm of the Spirit, 
which the Apoftles and primitive Chriſtians wit- 
neſſed, who could ſay, 4 one Spirit are Wg 
all baptized into one Body, whether we be 
Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; 
and have all been made to drink mto one Spirit, 
— For as many of you as have been baptized 
into Chriſt, have put on Chrift (d). Now this 
is the Sum of all, for Men to put on the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, the new and heavenly Man, then 
they will witneſs inward Communion with the 
Seas. ---- E: 
But why are many of our ſober Neighbours 
ſo ſtrenuous for Water Baptiſm, and yet neg- 
lect to waſh one another's Feet, when as we read, 
John xiii. ver. 1 to 14. that our Saviour waſh'd 
the Diſciples Feet, and he told them, that he 
14 had given them an Example, that as he had 
14 done to them, ſo they ſhould do to one another : 
Noa here is both Example and Precept for 
; 1 this; and if we ask many ſober People, why 
| they are not in the Practice of this? I preſume 
many would be ready to anſwer, that they look 
upon it to be but an outward and viſible Sign, 
by which our Saviour ſhew'd his Followers, 
that they ought to ſerve one another, and be 
ready to do the meaneſt Offices of Loye if need 
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(s) Eph. iv. 5 (d) 1 Cor. xii. 13.— Gal. iii. 2. 
re- 


FE: (43) 
require: And that they do not hold the cere- 
monious Part of waſhing one another's Feet, to 
be obligatory upon them, as long as they come 
to the ſpiritual Part of what was thereby ſig- 
nify d, although we find that this was practiſed 
by our Saviour; now, why they ſhould lay ſuch 
Streſs upon Water Baptiſm, which we cannot 
find was ever practiſed by our Saviour, and 
drop this, deſerves their ſerious Conſideration : . 
But as we diſuſe Water Baptiſm, ſo we da alſo 
diſuſe the ceremonious Part of waſhing one an- 
other's Feet, being ſenſible that they that are 
come to the ſpiritual Part of what was there- 
by ſignified, are come to the End of the out- 
ward and viſible Signs. 5 
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V. Concerning the Supper. 


LTHO' we diſuſe the outward Bread 
and Wine, we do yery truly own the. 
Spiritual Supper of the Lord, which is ſpoken 
of in the Revelations, Behgld, I ſtand at the 
Door and knock; if any Man hear my Voice, and 
open the Door, I will come in to him, and will 
ſup with him, and he with we (e). It is what 
we defire, that all religions well- minded Peo- 
le, who conſcienciouſſy receive the outward 
Bread and Wine, may open the Door of their 
Hearts, and receive the Lord Jeſus Chriſt by 
his Spirit, that ſo they may know an inward 
Supping with him, in his Kingdom; for we 
= read, the Kingdom of God cometh not with Ob- 
= ſervation, neither ſball they ſay, lo here, or lo 
nn There, for behold the Kingdom of God is with- 
in you. I will not leave you comfortleſs (ſaid 
Chriſt our Lord) I wz// come to you. But 1 
fay unto you I will not drink henceforth of this 
Fruit of the Vine, until that Day, when 1 
arink it new with you in my Father's King- 

aw (13). :-. - hs 
He dwelleth with you, and ſhall be in you. 
And in that excellent Prayer, he faith to his Pa- 
ther, I in them, and thou in me, that they may 
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be made per felt in one, and that the World may 
know that thou 75 ſent me, and haſi loved 
them, as thuu haſt. loved me (g). We bear Te- 
ſtimony to the Coming of Chriſt by his Spirit, 
into Men's Hearts; and they that have known 
him to waſh them thoroughly. by the Water of 
Regeneration, will know inward Communion _ 
with the Lord, as the good Chriſtians of old 
knew ; That which we have ſeen, and 
heard, declare we unto you, that ye alſo may 
have Fellowſhip with us; and truly, our Fel- 
Iowfhip is with the Father, and with the Son 
Jeſus Chriſ (h). They were People of bleſſed Ex- 
perience, and it is what we deſire, that the Chil- 
dren of Men might come to witnels this in them- 
ſelves; for they that are come to have Fellow- 
ſhip with the Father, and with the Son, are 
come to the End of the outward Bread and 
Wine, even to the Glory of the Goſpel Diſ— 
penſation, which is a Diſpenſation of Enjoy- 
ment; for as Men are inwardly reconciled, and 
brought into Favour with God, they come to 
know a feeding of that Divine and living Bread 
which comes down from Heaven; I am (ſaid 
Chriſt) e living Bread which came down 
from Heaven; if any Man eat of this Bread, 

he ſball live for ever ; and the Bread that I 
will give, is my Fleſh, which I will giue for 
the Life of the World. He that eateth my 
Fleſh, and drinketh my Blood, dwelleth in me, 
and I in him (i). It is as Men witneſs this, 
that they can ſpeak from their own Experience, 


- 


g) John xvii. 23. ch] 2 Johm i. 3. (i) John vi. 15. 8 
5 what 


| whata bleſſed Thing it is to have inward Com- 
munion with Chriſt. It is the great Bleſſing of 


— 


\ 


Wiſdom's Children, that ſhe brings them to the 


Subſtance; I Wiſdom Jead in the Way of Righ- 
teouſne/s, in the midft of the Paths of Fudgment, 


that I may cauſe thoſe that love me, to inherit 
Subſtance ; and I will fill their Treaſures (). 
Reader, this is what 1s defired for thee, that 
thou mayſt come to the Subftance, that ſo thou 
mayſt know a Feeding of that divine and ſpi- 
ritual Bread which can only ſatisfy the Soul, 
and a Drinking of the Wine of the Kingdom; 
but it is hard to make the natural Man ſenſi- 


ble of theſe Things; they are beyond his Reach 
and Comprehenſion. When our Saviour told 
Nicodemus, that except a Man be born again, 


he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God; Nicodemus 


ſaith unto him, how can a Man be born when he 


is old; can he enter the ſecond Time into his Mo- 
ther's Womb, and be born (). Notwithſtanding 
that he was a Ruler of the Jes, he argues 
very grolly ; and how many, when we have 
born Teſtimony to the inward Appearance of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by his Light and Spirit 


in Men's Hearts, have made very ftrange of it, 
and been ready to ſay, how can this be? And 
when we have ſpoken of Men's having inward 
Fellowſhip with the Father, and with the Son, 
while they are upon the Earth, many cannot 


underſtand how this can be, although the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians had it in their own Experi- 


| ence, as is before obſerved. The Apoſtle faith, 


(k) Prov. viii. 20, 21, (1) John uw. 3, 4. 5 
noi⸗ 


neither Circumciſion availeth any Thing, nor Un- 
circumciſion; but a new Creature (m). It doth 
not avail in the Sight of God, whether a Man 
be baptized with Water, or not baptized with 
Water; or whether he receives the Bread and 
Wine, or doth not receive it, if he be not a new 
Creature; we read, If any Man be in Chriſ, 
he is a new Creature, and as is before ob- 
ſeryed, Except a Man he born again, he cannot ſee 
the Kingdomof God (n) We greatly deſire, that 
all People might have this in their own Expe- 
rience, that ſo they might walk as becomes the || 
Children of God, and manifeſt themſelves to be 
the Followers and Diſciples of Chriſt, by their 
living agreeably to his Doctrine; for I count 
that is the greateſt outward viſible Sign, that 
any Man can give that he is truly a Chriſtian, 
and a Member of Chriſt's Church, for him to live 
agrecably to the Doctrine of Chriſt; by his, ſaid 
our Saviour, all all Men know, that ye are my, 
Diſciples, if you love one another. Now for Men 
to love one another, and to love their Enemies, 
and do Good for Evil, and to forgive Injuries, 8 
and to be juſt and merciful, and walk humbly, as 
Chriſtians ought to do, theſe are good outward 
viſible Signs; but we believe no outward Ob- 
ſervation will make Men Chriſtians, and Mem- 
bers of that pure Church which Chriſt came to 
preſent to God, without Spot or Wrinkle, or 
any ſuch Thing (o); but that it ſhould be holy 
and without Blemiſh, if they do not know the 
Lord to work a Change in their Hearts, and 


Ter _ ae en 


* 
— „ 2 3 


() Gal. vi. 175. (n) 2 Cor. v. 17. (0 Eph. v. 27. 
1 re- 


them for his holy Kingdom. 


one outwardly ; neither is that Circumciſion 
which is outward in the Fleſh; but he is a 
Jew which is one mwardly; and Circumciſion 
is that of the Heart, in the Spirit, and not in 
the Letter, whoſe Praiſe is not of Man, but 
of God (p). 

7 As a 2 being outwardly circumeiſed, and 


obſerving a great many Jewiſh Rites and Cere- 


monies, did not make him a true and real Je, 
if he was not one in his Heart; fo it may be 
truly ſaid, he is not a Chriftian that is only one 
outwardly, although he has been outwardly 


baptized, and received the Bread and Wine, 


and obſerved a great many outward Obſervati- 
ons. If he is not one in his Heart, all his out- 
ward Obſervations will not render him accept- 
able in the Sight of God. What availed all the 
Fews outward Obſervations, while they lived 
in thoſe Things that diſpleaſed the Lord; He 
that killeth an Ox, is as if he flew a Han; he 


that ſacrificeth a Lamb, as if he cut off a Dog's 


Neck; he that offereth an Oblation, as if he 
offered Swine's Blood; he that burneth Incenſe, 
as if he bleſſed an Idol: Tea, they have cho- 


ſen their own Ways, and their Soul delighteth 
in their Abominations. I alſo. will chuſe their 


Deluſſons, and will bring their Fears upon 


_ zh; becauſe when I called none did anſwer ; 


when I ſpake they did not hear; but they did 


(p) Rom, ii. 28, 29. 


Evil 


redeem them out of thoſe T hings which anM 
The Apoſtle ſaith, He is not a Jew that is 


C 
F 
[ 
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- (49) 1 
Evil before mine Eyes, and choſe that in which. 
delighted not (r). Here is the Reaſon laid 
down, why the Lord was angry with them. 
Theſe Things afford great Inſtruction and Cau- 
tion, and I deſire that all may learn from what 
ſuch brought upon themſelves, through their 
chuſing their own Ways, and delighting in their 
Abominations, to beware of doing the like; 
but they tliat are Chriſt's, and Chriſtians in re- 
ality, are crucified to the World, with the Af- 
ſections and Luſts thereof; and we deſire that 
all who are called Chriſtians, may demonſtate 
themſelves to be ſuch, by their ſo doing, that 
they may witneſs the ſpiritual Communion and 
Supper here ſpoken of. There are many reli- 
gious People, particularly in Holland, who do 
not profeſs to be of our Society, though they do 
not clearly ſee beyond the Uſe of Water-Bap- 
tiim, and Bread and Wine, do join with us in 
oppoling Swearing upon any Account ; becauſe 
they are convinced, that all Swearing is forbid- 
den by Chriſt; But I jay unto you, Swear not 
at all; neither by Heaven, for it is God's 
Throne, nor by the Earth, for it is his Foot- 
foot, neither by Jerufalem, for it is the City 
of the great King, neither ſhalt thou ſwear by 
thy Head, becauſe thou canſt not make one Hair 
white or black, but let your Communication be | 
Jea, yea; nay, nay; for whatſoever is more i 
than theſe, cometh of Evil (s). And the Apo- 
ſtle James ſaith, But above all Things, my Bre- | 
tyren, ſwear not; neither by Heaven, neither 
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(r) Ia. Ixvir 3,4 (5) Matt. v. 34, 35, 36, 37. 
G by 


(yo) 

by the Earth, neither by any other Oath ; bu; 
iet your yea be yea, and your nay nay, leſt you 
fall into Condemnation (t). They are allo one 
with us in oppoling Fighting, becauſe they look 
upon it to be contrary to his Doctrine, that 
taught his Followers to love their Enemies; 
But, I ſay unto you, love your Enemies, bleſs 
them that curſe vou, do good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them which deſpitefully ws you, 
and perjecute you (u). They are of our Minds, 
that the Miniſtry ſhould be free ; for they look 
upon it to be contrary to Chriſt's Doctrinę, for 
Men to preach for Hire, and worldly Ends, who 
{aid to his Miniſters, free/y ye have recei ved, 
freely give (x); and they are likewiſe one with us, 
in holding forth the univerſal Love of God to 
all Men. Now, although there may be many 
that are purely conſciencious for the Uſe of Wa- 
ter-Baptiſm, and Bread and Wine, we have a 
great deal of Charity for all ſuch; for many 
that are now joined in Society with us, were 
once as much for the Uſe of theſe Things, as 
many well-minded People now are, and as the 
Lord has mercifully brought many of us, in 2 
good Degree, to witneſs the ſpiritual Baptiſm 
and Supper, we deſire that others might be 
brought to the Experience thereof in themſelves; 
and he that witneſſes the Subſtance of what ma- 
ny allow that Water-Baptiſm, and Bread and 
Wine to be but outward and viſible Signs of, is 
come to the End of the Signs; for, J hope, I 
may be ſaſe in ſay ing, all Signs end in their Sub- 


(t) Jam. v. 12. (u) Matt. v 44. () Matt. x. 8. 


51 

ſtance. Now, as we have Charity for all them, 

who do conſcienciouſly uſe theſe Things, we 
think they ought to have Charity ſor us, if we 
diſuſe them; becauſe we believe they are ceaſed 
in Point of Obligation; and we read, that 
hat /oever is not of Faith, is Sin (y). 


(y) Rom. xiv. 23. 
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VI. Concerning Perfectian. 


HIS Doctrine of Perfection ſeems very 

ſtrange and novel, to many that witnels 
but little Victory in themſclves, over their 
Luſts and Paſſions; and the Enemy of Man's 
Happineſs, has perſuaded many People to be- 
lieve, chat there is no Poſſibility of overcom- 
ing their Corruptions and Sins, While they are 


here upon the Earth, that ſo they may be qui- 


et and eaſy in them, or of doing God's Will, 
and keeping his Commands, that ſo they may 

not endeayour for it. Now, we believe, tlie 
God's Ways are equal, [5 not m ry Way, faith the 
Lord equal (2)? God is juſt in all his Doings, 
and requires no more of Men, than he gives 
them Ability to perform. If God did require 
that of Men, which they were not able, neither 
of themſelves, nor by any Grace received to per- 
form, then it might be ſaid, that his Ways were 
unequal, and that he was an hard Maſter, but 


that would be abominable to charge upon the 


Almighty, who is full of Juſtice and Equity. 
The wite Man faith, Fear God, and keep his 
Commanaments, for this is the whole Duty of 

Man (a). Now, if God requires this of Men, 
as to be ſure he doth, then there is a Poſlibility 


Ex. xviii. 25. (a) Eecl. xii. 13. 
of 


$3 ) 


of it, or elſe, as is before obſerved, his Ways are 


unequal ; but it is far from the Children of 


God, to charge him with Injuſtice. The Diſo- 
bedient and Rebellious People of 1/rael ſaid, 


that the Way of the Lord was not equal; Jet 


ſaith the Houſe of Iſrael, the Way of the Lord 
is not equal: O Houſe of Iſrael, are not my 
Ways equal? are not your Ways unequal ? 
therefore I will judge you, O Houſe of. Iſrael, 
every Man according to his Way, ſaith the Lord 
God; repent, and turn yourſeFves from all your 


Tran/grefions, ſo Iniquity ſhall not be your Ruin 


(b). Now, Reader, from this thou mayſt gather 
what Sort of People they were, that {aid the Way 


of the Lord was not equal, and we read in the 
Parable of the Talents, that it was the unpro- 


| fitable Servant that complained of his Lord; 
Then he which had received the one Talent, came 
and ſaid, Lord, I knew thee, that thou art an 


hard Man, reaping where thou haſt not ſown, 


and gathering where thou haſi not ftrawed (c). 
Now, we do not read, that the good Ser- 
vants, that had improved the Talents, com- 


plained of their Lord. But we freely own, that 


no meer Man of. himſelf, by his own Power, as 
he is a Man, can do the Will of God, and keep 
his Commands ; yet we belieye there is Power 


in that divine Grace, that the Apoſtle faith, 
| has appeared to all Men, to enable them to o- 


vercome thoſe Things which are evil, and to do 
that which is well pleaſing to God, for the 
Grace of God, that bringeth Salvation, bath 


(b) Ez. xvüi. 29, 30. (e) Matt. XXV. 24. 


ap- 
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| do all Things. 


( 54 ) 7 
appeared to all Men, teaching us that demi 
Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, we ſhould live 
ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent 
World (d). Here is both the Univerſality and Sut- 
ficiency of it, excellently fet forth by the A- 
poſtle, wy Grace, faith the Lord to the Apol- 
fle, is ſuffpotent for thee ; although we freely 
own, that we are weak of ourſelves, as Men, 
and cannot by our own Power do any Thing 
that is good, as Chriſt ſaid, Without me yon 
can lo nothing; yet we fay, there is Power and 
Stfficiency in the Grace of God, to enable Men 
to do his Wil, and keep his Commands, as 
they take Heed unto it, / am able, faith the 
Apoſtle, through Chrift, who ſtrengthens me, to 


It doth not confift with the Wiſdom of the 
Holy Ghoft, that thoſe gracious Promiſes which 
ate made conditionally, upon Men's overcoming 

and doing the Cotta of God, ſhould be 
made if there was no Poffibility of it; as, He 
that overcomes Ys inherit all Things, and [ 
Twill be his God, and he ſball he my Son(e). He 
that overcometh the ſame ſball be clothed in 
white Raiment, and I will not blot out his 
Name out of the Book of Life, but I will confeſs 
him before my Father, and before his Angels (1). 
Him that wvercometh, will I make à Pillar i 
\ the Temple of my God, and he ſpall go no more 
out; and I will zorite upon him the Name «f 
my God, and the Name of the City of my God, 

which is new Jeruſalem, which cometh down 


) Tie il. 11 00) Rev, xx. 7. (Ff) Rev. iii. 5, 
95 8 out | 


— 


Cy 
4 Heaven from my God; and I will write 
upon him my new Name (g). Jo him that overcom- 


eth will I give to eat of the bidden Manna, and 


will give him a white Stone, and in the Stone 


a new Name written, which no Man know- 


eth, ſaving he that recerveth it (h). He that 
overcometh ſball not be hurt of the ſecond Death 


(i). Bleſſed aye they that do his Commandments, 


that they may have Right to the Tree of Life, 
ani may enter in through the Gates into the Ci- 


ty (k). To him that overcometh will I grant 


to fit with me on my Throne, even as I have 
overcome, and am jet down with my Father in 


his Throne. He that overcometh ſhall enter in 


through the Gate into the Holy City. Aud 
_ hereby we do know, that we know him, if We 
keep his Commandments. He that ſaith 1 


| know him, and keepeth not his Commandments, 


is a Liar, and the Truth is not in him; but 
whoſo keepeth his Mord, in him, verily is the 
Love of God. perfefied, hereby know we that 
. we are in him; be that ſaith, he abideth in 
him, ought himſelf alſo to walk even as he 
walked (1). O that Chriſtians ſo called, would 
conſider how they ought to walk. It is very 


unjuſtifiable to deny Perfection, for we read, 
_ that Chriſt came to preſent tbe Church fo God 


without Spot or Wrinkle, or any ſuch Thing, but 
that it fhould be holy, and without Blemiyh. 


And he gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, 
and ſome Evangelifts, and ſome Paſtors, aud 
Teachers for the perfectiug uf the oaints, for 


(s) Rev. iii. 12. (h) Rev. ii. 17, 11. (i) Rer. xxii. 14, 
(k) Rev. iii. 21. ) 1 John 13. 3, 4, 5, 6. | 
the 
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king of the Man of God perfect, through Faith 


( 56 I 


the Work of the Minifiry, for the edifying of 


#he Body of Chriſt, till we all come in the 


Unity: of the Faith, and of the Knowledge of 
the Son of God, unto a perfet# Man, unto the 
Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of 


\ Chriſt (n). And the Scriptures are for the ma- 


in Chriſt Jeſus. All Scripture is given by Inſpi- 
ration of God, and is profitable for Doftrine, 


for Correction, for Infiruftion in Righteouſneſs, 


that the Man of God may be throughly furniſh- 


ed unto all good Works (o). And the Apoltles 


laboured to preſent Men perfect; /peaking of 


Fas Chri# within the Hope of Glory, he faith, 
TE whom we preach warning every Man, and 


teaching every Man, in all Wiſdom, that we 


may preſent every Man perfeft in Chriſt Jeſus 


(h). Why ſhould they teach and preach for this 
End, if there was no Poſſibility of attaining it. 
Yet many have born. hard upon us, for aflert- 


ing ſuch Poſfibility, although it be the Doc- 
trine of Chriſt: If it be but well conſidered, I 


think that they hold Perfection to a great De- 
gree, that arc called God-fathers and God-mo- 
thers, that do promiſe and vow three Things in 
the Name of a Child when it is ſprinkled, vi. 
That it jball forſake the Devil and all his 
Works the Pomps and Vanities of this Wicked 
World, with all the finful Luft of the Fleſh; 
and that it hall do God's Holy Will, and keep 
his Commandments, and walk in the ſame all 


the Days of its Life (*). I wiſh they them 


In) Eph. v. 27, and 4, 11, 12, 13. (0) 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. 
Col. i. 28. (*) See the Church of Engiand's Catechiſm. 


lelyes 


37 3 

ſelves may be found in the Practice of what 
they here proiniſe for another. It is certain, 
Chriſtians ought to be as like Chrift, as it is 
poſſible for Men and Women to be, and to walk 
even as he walked, as far as they are capable. 


He wag holy, humble, meek, and merciful ; 


but how much the reverſe are too many that 


profeſs to be his Followers? Many who are for 


Imperfection, and ſay, there is no Victory over 
Sin while here, do urge that of the Apoftle 
Paul, where he ſaith, For J know that in me, 
that is, in my Fleſb, dwelleth no good Thing ; 
for to will is preſent with me, but how to per- 
form that which is good, I find not; for the 
Good that I would, that I do not; but the E- 
vil which I would not, that I do (p). And 
Ver. 21. he faith, I ind then a Law, that when 
I would do Good, Evil is preſent with me; for 
delight in the Law of God, after the mward 


Man; but I ſee another Law in my Members, 


warring againſt the Law of my Mind, and 
bringing me into Captivity to the Law of Sm, 
which is in my Members O wretched Man that 


am, who ſhall deliver me from the Body of 


this Death (q). If the Reader pleaſe, he may 


read the whole Chapter through for his own 


Satisfaction; but we may not reaſonably ſuppoſe 


this to be the Apoſtle's preſent State, but ra= 
ther perſonating the carnal State of others, or 17 ẽB! 
himſelf before Converſion, when he ſaith, Ver. 
14. but J am carnal, ſold under Sin; for we be- 


lieye he was in a happy State and Condition, 


(y) Rom. vii, 18. (q) Rom. vil. 21, 22, 23, 24. 


H When 
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when he wrote that Epiſtle; as he faith in du. 
lixth, Chapter, Verſe 2. How ball toe that are 
dead to Sin, live any longer therein? And in the 
eighth. Chapter, Verſe 1. There is now there- 
fore no Condemnation to them which are in Chrif 


Feſus, who walk not after the Fleſh, but after 
the Hirit, for the Law of the Spirit, of Life in 
Chriſt. Fs/us, hath made me free from the Law 
of Sin and Death I wiſh that all might come 
to experience theſe Things in themſel ves. Now 
Reader, if thou wilt obferve, although many 
fa, that. there is no Freedom from Sin on this 
Side of the Grave, the Apoftle faith, in the fixth 
of. the. fame Epiſtle, Verſe 22. to the believing 
Romans, but now being made free from Sin, and 
become Servants. to God, ye have your Fruit un- 
10 Holineſs, and the End ever g Life. And 

ohn ſaith in his firſt Epiſtle, J Have written 
unto you, young Men, becauſe ye are frong, and 
the Word of God abideth in you, and ye have o- 
vercome the wicked one (r). May all come to 
the Experience of this in themſelves. The A- 
poſtle Paul ſaith to the believing Coloftans, 
that they were compleat in him, which is the 
Head of ail Principality and Power (s). The 
Apoſtle Peter told the Believers, that they 
were a choſen Generation, a Royal Priefthood, 
an holy Nation, a peculiar People, that they 
might ſhew forth the Praiſes of him who had 
called them out of Darkneſs into his marvellous 
Light (t). To be ſure theſe did not break the 
Commands of God daily, in Thought, Word, 


e 1 Jchn ii. 14. () Col.ii.10. 0 1 Pet. il. 9. 


and 
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And Deed. We know that the Son of God 4s 


come, aud has given us an Underſtanding, that 
we may kngw him that is true; and de are 
is bim, tet is trac, ones i. e 
Cbrift his is the true God and eternal Lite 
(u)? Behold what Manner of Love the Vather 
hath heft upon us, that we ſbould be called 


the Sons of God therefore the World kuumveth 


us not becauſe it knew him not (wy. © 
| Beloved, now are we the Sons of God, and it 
gat h not yet per what we Pall be, but we 
when he ſhall appear, we ſball be 

like him, for we ſhall ſee him as he is, and e- 
very Man that hath this Hope in him, purifieth 
himſelf, even as he is pure (x). John ſaith, 
Whoſoever abideth in him, ſinneth not. Whoſo- 
er is born of God, doth not commit Sin; for 


his Seed remaineth in him, and he cannot ſin; 


becauſe be is horn of God (y). It is contrary to 
the Divine Nature to ſin; and as Men are born 


of it, they will not only know a ceaſing from 


Sin, but it will be their Pleaſure and Delight to 
do the Will of God - Except a Man be born 
again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God. Un- 


| lets Men are born of the Divine and Heavenly 
Nature, they can never come to do the Will of 


God, nor keep his Commands ; for it is im- 
poſſible for Men, while they are in the fallen 
and degenerate State, to do God's Will, and 


walk in his Way: We read, That Enoch walked 


with God, and before he was tranſlated, the 
(0})2; John. v. 20. (lw) 1 John ii. . (x) Chap. ii. 


H 2 ; Text 


(y) 1 John iii. 6, 9g. 
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Þncere Deſire 


( 60 ) | 

Text faith, he had this Teſtimony, that he pleaf- 
ed God, Heb. xi. 5. and concerning Zacharias 
and his Wife Elixabeth, the Text lays, Luke i. 
6. They were both rightequs before God, walk- 
ing in all the Commanqments and Ordinances 
of #he Lord, blameleſs ; and that all might take 
inch Heed to that Divine Grace and good Spi- 
Tit, which God has graciouſly ſent into their 


Hearts, that they might walk in all well-pleat- 


ing before him, and in the End, have an Inhe- 
Titance amongſt them that are ſanctified, is my 


VII. Con- 


Sa 
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VII. Concerning the Reſurrec- 


Hon. 


B Ecauſe we Jo not hold with a great many : 


People, in their groſs Conceptions con- 


cerning the Reſurrection, therefore ſome have | 


not ſtuck. to ſay we deny it; but we believe 
firmly, (z) that there will be a Reſurrection of the 
Juſt and Unjuſt, and that God will give to e- 
very Man a Reward according to his Works, 
whether they be good or Evil; but faith the 
Apoſtle Paul, Some Men will ſay, how are the 
Dead raiſed up, and with what Body do they 


come; he faith to ſuch a curious Enquirer, Thou | 


Fool, that which thou ſowef# is not quickened, 
except it die; and that which thou ſoweft, thou 


ſoweft not that Body that fhall be, but bare 


Grain, it may chance of Wheat, or ſome other 
Grain; but God giveth it a Body as it hath 
Pleaſed him, and to every Seed his own Bo- 
dy (a). „„ 1 

AI Fleſh is not the ſame Fleſh, but there is 


one Kind of Pleſh of Men, another Fleſh of 
Beaſts, another of Fijbes, and another of Birds; 
ial Bodies; and Bodies Ter- 


there are alſo Cele 


(2) Rev. xx. 12, 13.—1 Cor. xv. 35, 36. (a) 1 Cor, xv. 
37» 38, 395 40. . 


7e 


| | 
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refirial; but the Glory of the Celeſtial is one, 
and the Glory of the Terreftrial is another; 
there is one Glory of the Sun, and another Glo- 


11 ry .of the Moon, and another Glory of the Stars, 


M for one Star differeth from another Star in Glo- 
, jo aljo is the Reſurrectiou of the Dead, it 
| zs ſown in Corruption, it is raiſed in Intorrup- 
ITion, it is {own in Difhonour, it is raiſed in 
Glory, it is {own in Weakneſs, it is raijed in 
Power; It is ſovum a natural Body, it 15 i 
ed a ſpiritual Body. There is à natural Bo- 
dy, and there 1s a ſpiritual Body (b). 


1 We believe, if we faithfully ſerve the Lord 


while. we are here, we ſhall have ſuch glorified 
Bodies hercafter, as He, in his Wiſdom ſees fit, 
and that ſatisfies us; but the Apoſtle faith, Ver. 
the Foth, That — 8 aud Blood cannot inherit 
the Kingdom of God, neither doth Corruption in- 
herit Incorruptiou (c) Now, what we deſire is, 
that all may know a Part in the firſt Reſurrecti- 
on, Ble ſſed and holy is be that hath Part iu 
the firſt Reſurrestion, on juch the ſecond Death 
barb uo Feen d. l 
The true Chriſtians knew, that they were 
paſs d from Death to Life, becauſe they loved 
the Brethren : He (ſaith the Text) hat loveth 
not his Brother, abideth in Death : Whoſoever 


bateth his Brother, is a Murderer, and no 


Mur derer, ſaith John, hath eternal Life abid- 


Wo ng bim (e): Aud, faith Paw, be that Tiveth 


in Pleaſure, is dead while ſbe Iiveth (f). 


. Cor. xv. 41, 42, 43. (c) 1 Cor. xv. 50. (d) Rev. xx. 0. 
(e) 1 John iii. 14, 15. [f) 1 Tim. v. 6. 1 
| While 


bo #46 
While Men and Women remain in a State of Death 
and Alienation from the Lord, they arc full of 
Envy and Wrath one againſt another; and they 
live to gratify the luſtfut Deſires of the Fleſh, 
we read, that whoſoever doth not Righteouſ- 
nefs, is not of God, neither he that loveth not 
hrs Brother (g). O that all would ſeriouſly 
conſider of theſe Things, for it is greatly to be 
| lamented, how wide many of the Profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity live from the Doctrine of Chriſt 
and the Primitive Chriſtians: It is as Men come 
to know the ſecond Adam, the Lord from Hea- 
ven, the quick ning Spirit to quicken them, and 
make them alive, that they come to love one 
another as Chriſtians ought to do, and if all did 
but live in the Spirit and Doctrine of Chriſt, 
they would not only be full of Love and Good- 
Will one to another, but would alſo bring forth 
other Holy and good Fruits, and they whoſe 
Fruits are unto Holineſs, their End will be 
everlaſting Life. As Men ſow in this World, 
to they may expect to reap in the next, we read, 
that he that ſows to the Spirit, ſball of the 
Spirit reap Life everlaſting, and he that ſows 
to the Fleſh, hall of the Fleſh reap Corrup- 
tion. Men are not only accountable for groſs 
Sins, but we are told by Chriſt our Lord, that 
a Man muſt give an Account in the Day of 
Judgment for every idle Word he ſpeaks, and 
the wife Man faith, God will bring every Work 
to Judgement, with every ſecret Thing, Whe- 
ther it be good or Evil. Now we think it not 


(g) 1 John iii. 10. 
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ſafe for any to be too inquiſitive how the Dead 


ſhall be raiſed, and with what Bodies they ſhall 


come, leaſt that Reproof of the Apoſtle, thou 
Fool, ſhould belong to them ; but let us all en- 
deavour to live as becomes the Children of God, 


that when we leave this World, we may have 


the comfortable Anſwer of we done, enter in- 
to the Kingdom prepared for you from the Foun- 
dation of the V orld, and all ſuch will know a 


glorious Reſurrection. 


The 


The Concluſfiom 


AV ING made the foregoing Obſervati- 
ons, which are left to the Readers ſerious 
Conſideration ; what I greatly deſire is, that all 
may come to the practical Part of true Religion 
and Chriſtianity ; for altho a Man may believe, 
according to the Scripture, that there are three 
that bear Record in Heaven, the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Ghoſt; and that theſe three 
are one (h): And alſo believe, that Chriſt was 
conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, born of the Vir- 
gin Mary, and that he wrought many wonder- 
ful Miracles, and ſuffered Death upon the Croſs, 
as he was Man (for he could not die as he was 
God) and that he was dead and buried, and roſe 
again, and aſcended up to Heaven; and that 
he is alſo come again by his Spirit into Men's 
Hearts; altho' a Man may belieye all theſe great 
Truths, and all the Articles of the Chriſtian 
Faith; all this will not entitle him to a Part in 
the Kingdom of God, unleſs he come to live 
an holy Life, for we read, that without Holi- 
neſs no Man foall ſee the Lord (i). Thou he- 
Hevef, faith the Apoſtle, there is one God, 
thou doeſt well, the Devils alſo believe and 


h) 1 John v. 7, (i) Heb. xii. 14. | 
I and 


( 66 ) 3 
and tremble; but wilt thou know, O vain Man, 
that Faith without Works is dead. For as the 
Body without the Spirit is dead, ſo Faith with- 
ou Works is dead, he faith, ſbew me thy Faith 
without thy Works, and I will fſbew thee my 
Faith by my Works (k). The Saints Faith gave 
them Victory, and wrought by Love, to the 
purifying of their Hearts. The practical Part 
of Chriſtianity is too much wanting amongſt 
many of them that profeſs to be the Followers 
of Chriſt; 70 vit the Widrw and Fatherleſs 
ma their Alliction, and to keep themſelves un- 
FR ſpotted from the World ()), is the Religion which 
will avail} Men in a dying Hour. It is very 
8 for thoſe unto whom the Lord has opened 
is Hand wide, and bleft with a plentiful Share 
of theſe low Things, to be full of Bowels of 
Compaſſion towards them that are in Want and 
Diftreſs, and to ſtand up for the Right of the 
Widow and Fatherleſs, this is one Part of true 
Chriftianity ; but to wrong and oppreſs the Wi- 
dow and Fatherleſs, is the Reverſe of Chriftia- 
_ nity; many not only amongſt us, but J hope, 
allo amongſt other Societies, have ſo much of the 
Fear of God, that they hate this, the Scripture 
ſaith, that the Fear of God is to hate Pride 
and Arrogancy, and the Evil Way. The more 
Men live in the Fear of God, there is the great- 
er Hatred in their Hearts againſt. ill Things, but 
i many, for Want of this, have fallen into very bad 
Company, and evil Things, whereby they have 
brought great Ruin and Contempt upon them- 


e) Jam. ii. 19, 20.—Ver. 26. Ver. 18. (1 Jam. i. 27. 
g ſelves. 


. 7 
ſel ves. Bad Company has been the Ovyerthrow 
of Many; ; My Son, faith the wiſe Man, if Sin- 
ners entice thee, conſent not. The Enemy of 
Men's Happineſs, doth often make Uſe of ill 
Inſtruments to draw People into ill Things; and 
as many have been drawn into very wrong and 
ill Things, by keeping of looſe and bad Compa- 
ny; ſo I believe many have been greatly corrupt- 
ed, through reading of corrupt and ill Books, ſo 
that ſome from reading of Atheiſtical Books, 
have arrived to a great Degree of Atheiſm. But 
it is very profitable to read the Holy Scripturee, 
which proceeded from the good Spirit of God; 
as People read them in the ſame Spirit from 
which they did proceed ; and there are allo a, 
great many other good Books that are written 
by ſuch as did fear God, which do greatly tend 
to promote biety and Virtue, and are very Pro” 
fitable to be read. 
| Great Controverſies ha ve been, and yet arc 
amongſt the Profeſſors. of Chriſtianity, about 
Religion: One ſaith one Thing, and another 
another, ſo that I believe, many well- minded 
People are at a very great Stand to know which 
is the right Way: Now the Apoſtle Peter, by 
the Direction of the Holy Ghoſt, has told us, that | 
God is no Reſpecter of Perſons, but in every 
Nation he that fears God and works Righteouſ= 
neſs, is accepted with him (m). Now here are 
the Terms and Conditions clearly laid down, 
upon which Acceptance with God ſtands; and 
this is what we deſire all People may come to be 


(m) Acts x. 35. | | 
2 I ha Find 
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found in the Practice of, that ſo all Fs 


: land outward Obſervations, if they do not obey 


3- Oe 


and Envy one againſt another, about Religion, 
might ceaſe and come to an End, that Truth 
and Righteouſneſs may flouriſh in the Barth, | 

If all did but truly live in the Fear of God 


as they ought to do, there would be an holy 
Harmony among the Children of Men, and 


Loye, Pcace, Mercy, Truth, Juſtice and Equi- 
ty, would abound amongſt them; but for want 
of this, how doth Strife, Envy, Injuſtice and Op- 
preſſion abound, even amongſt many of them, 


who profeſs to be the Diſciples and Followers 


of Chriſt. O that the Children of Men had but 


in their own Experience, what great Reward 


and Peace there is in living in the Fear of God, 


and in keeping of his Commands, then they would 


ſerve him with Pleaſure, for there is Peace and 
Comfort in obeyingand ſerving the Lord, beyond 
what any are ſenſible of, except thoſe that have 
it in their own Experience; ſo that I believe 
many pious and good People are thankful be- 
yond what they can expreſs in Words, that they 
were prevailed upon to ſerve him. 

And ſuch are concerned in Heart, that others 
might alſo be gained upon to ſerve the Lord, 
that ſo they might be truly happy; it is for this 
End, that many of our Religious g00d Friends, 
have. trayelled from one Land and Country to 
another, in Hazard of their Lives: It is alſo 


upon this Account, that many have appeared in 
Print, that, if poſlible, they might be inſtrumen- 


tal to gain upon the Children of Men, to fear 
and ſerve the Lord, for if Men obſerve a thou» 


the 
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"the Lord, they will not all render them accep- | 
table in his Sight: Samuel told Saul, that Obe- 
dience was better than Sacrifice, and 10 hear- 
ken to the Voice of God, was better than the 
Fat of Rams. 

When it pleaſed God to reach the A le 
Paul, and bring him to partake of his Love 
and Goodneſs, how did his Bowels yern for his 


Relations and Kinsfolks after the Fleſh, that they 


might be gained upon to ſerve the Lord. And 


his Love did not only reach to them, but to 


Mankind univerſally; for in his firſt Epiſtle to 
Timothy, he ſaith, I e hort that Prayers and 
Interceffions, &c. 'be made for all Men (n), and 
the Apoſtle laboured as in Chriſt's Stead, that 
Men might be reconciled to God O what could a 
true Chriſtian, that hath the Mind of Chrift, go 
through, that Men might be won upon to ſeryc 
God truly, that fo they might experience the 


Love and Goodneſs of God in themſelves; for . 
the Nature of the Love of God is ſuch, that 


when 1t prevails in Men's Hearts, then they de- 
ſire that others might come to ſhare thereof with 


them, as the good Man of old ſaid, Come, Tae, 
and fee the Lord is good. It is when Men are 


truly prevailed upon, by the Power of Divine 
Love, that they come to be in Love with God, 
and to run the Ways of his Commands with 


Cheerfulneſs; for if there were no future Re- 
wards and Puniſhments, that Peace and Comfort 


which they enjoy, who truly ſerve the Lord, is 
very encouraging to them to perſevere therein. 


(n) 2 Cor. v. 20. 


Friendly 
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| Friendly 8 if thou belicveſt. the | Death® 


and Suffering, of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who was, 
crucified without the Gates of Feru/alem, accor- 


ding as the holy Scriptures rclate, let not this 


only ſatisfy thee, but be concerned that thou 
mayeſt know the Lord to bear Rule, and ſet up 
his Kingdom in thy Heart, then will it be eaſy 


for thee to do the Will of God, and keep his 


Commands. And if thou haft a Value and E- 
ſteem for the Holy Scriptures, do not ſatisfy 


thyſelf with only reading the Experiences of 


the holy Men of God, that ſpake what they 
were Witneſles of, who knew a Being waſhed by 
the Water of Regeneration, but ſeek that thou 
mayeſt alſo come to the Experience thereof in 
thyſelf. And if thou art conſcientious for the 
outward Water Baptiſm, and Bread and Wine, 


be careful thou do not reſt in the outward Ob. 


ſervations, ſhort of that inward and ſpiritual 
Baptiſm and Communion which the good Chri- 


| Beans of old witneſſed; that through the En- 
joyment thereof, thou mayeſt LEI, 3 the 


Uſe of the outward and viſible Signs: And 
as thou findeſt that ſome of old knew an over- 
coming of the Enemy of their Souls, and receiy- 
ed Power to become the Sons of God, conſider 
what Victory thou haſt gotten over the Enemy 


j in thyſelf, And as ſome People have been too 
= inquiſitive how the Dead ſhould be raiſed, and 


| | with what Bodies they ſhould come, let it be 


thy great Concern to know thou art raiſed out 


. | of the Grave of Sin and Iniquity, that thou. 


mayeſt walk with the Lord in Newneſs of 


Life, and live to his Praiſe and Glory, whilſt 


mou 


— 


| ( 71 ) | 1 
thou haſt a Being here, that ſo thou mayeſt attain 
to the Reſurrection of the Juſt hereafter. |} 
As the Lord in his wonderful Love and Mer- 
cy, has ſent the Son of his dear Love, the Lord 
eſus Chriſt, to die for the Children of Men, 
whilſt they were Enemies to him; I tenderly. 
defire that all may conſider the great Love of 
God to them therein; and as he is the Fountain 
and Author of all the Good that we receive, it 
is greatly to be deſired that his long Forbear- 
ance, great Goodneſs, and manifold Mercies ex, 
tended to the Children of Men, might engage 
them to Care and Watchfulneſs : We read that 
the Long-ſuffering of God waited in the Days 
of Noah (o), while the Ark was preparing; and 
when the Lord had long ſtriven with them by 
his Spirit, and they would not be gained upon, 
then he deſtroyed them all, ſave only eight Per- 
ſons that were in the Ark (p). It is not long ſince } 
the Peſtilence did very much prevail in France, 
by which many Thouſands were ſwept away. 
Now, as the Lord has mercifully ſpared the Peo- 
ple of theſe Countries, and the Britiſb Iſles ad- 
jacent, in length'ning a Day of Mercy to them; 
1 defire that his great Goodneſs and long For- 
bearance, may lead them to Repentance and A- 
mendment of Life; for the Lord is a tender Fa- 
ther, ſeeks to endear the Children of Men to 
himſelf, by his Kindneſs and Loye. bo 


1 _ | 2 _—_ 
And friendly Reader, that thou, and all 
Men may be prevailed upon to walk humbly with | 


" (0) 1 Pet. iü. 20. (p) Gen. vi. 3. —Ver. 21, 22. 


God, | 
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#be 

| he rout Man, and given him 4 Being upon the 
_ Earth, to be farth his Praiſe and Glory, 
8 be anſweres, that thou and they may be 
 bappy to all Eternity, is the fincere WN of 
ve A the er call d u rs. 


Bux IAM Hors. 
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LP icular Account o, our Principles, there as 
an Apology written by Rovzxr BarcLay, 
has been printed in Engliſh, Latin, 
| High and Low Dutch, French, and Ou, 
* which be i is s referred. N 


Cod, 400 liue ſuch pious and. holy Lines, that 
eat and good End for which the Lord has 


e. If the Reader defres 1 a more full and par- 
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